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Lord CrRoMweELL's Prayer, made at the Hour of his Death. 
Hou merciful Lord waſt born for Mx Sake ; Thou didft. ſuffer both” 
Hunger and Thirſt for M Sake ; Thou didſt Teach, Faff and Pray 

for My Sake ; Thou ſufferedft moſt grievous Pains and Torments for M Sake ; 
All thy holy Actions and Works were wrought for M's Sate; Fin, 7 7 


gaveſt thy moſt precious Blood to be fhed on the Croſs for M Sate: Now, moſt 3 
merciful Saviour, let all theſe Things profit ME, which thou haſt done fra | 
Mx, which NE alſo given thy ſelf for Mx.“ : N 


A true Provuftant Prayer Boks h | = | 


« If all Things elſe were kiglit in the Kingdom of the Pope; 
his Doctrine of "EE! 8 be = un . 
* of all Monſters " LUTHER. 
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Candid — Ciribian FR 


e Here preſent you with a little Treatiſe, which I muſt 
I expect will make the World angry with me, becauſe. 
= N 9 it is contrary to the World's Religion. ho 

I am ſenfible I om rather to die, than for my 

L l co get. che Difplcabite of the meanelt Pb azatte 
1 orld : And Satan ſometimes tells me, he can put me in to a 
fine Way, whereby I may do God much Service, and yet keep 
in with the World, ſleep in a whole Skin, and go to Heaven 
in a Feather- bed. His Way which he would have me take; 
is to keep a Medium between thoſe who have 0 Zeal, and 
1 "thoſe who are zealous And when he hath flatter'd away my. 
4 Zeal for the Lord of Hoſes, he perſuades me, (a5 he doth Jars 
1 pther that I have made a great Progreſs igion, an 
Have nom the Meekneſs and Cale of, G As if the. 
4 155 and the Lamb, could not Jie down together | in the ſame, 
pou * 
But no 8 doth God give me to look into Eternity, : and 
P realize, that the Things of this little World are not to be 
fired to make one hap ppy ; but J ſee that this '/aveet Reli- 
Pon (as the World calls it, 1 which never poyſons a Mans? 
Hul, * when the World is feet to him) is only Satan 
d into an Angel of Ligbi; the cloven Foot appears quite | 
ain: And I can ſay, from the Bottom of 5 Get. 
e bebind me Satan; thou art an Offence unto mg; thou %. 
ureſt not the Things that. be of God, but the Things that be 
Men. Nay, I had rather be exercis'd with Pain, Sickneſs,” 
erty, Reproach, andall other Evils God ſees to be wholeſom, 
95 than have Di, Soul 2 under that e 

emper. 525 


3 1 „ 6 4 * 
| | ; TW 


** ehen the warkly | King i I ſee plain 
the World hates Chriſt's Religion now. Weg as It ever | 
hated him; that (as Luther faith) © *tis not the Goſpel Men 
„ preach, if it is preach'd in Peace ; and that whoſoever 
will be a faithful Preacher of the glorious Goſpel of Jeſus | 
*« Chriſt, muſt (as he hath foretold) have the World for an 
= emy, N livè in the s all the Days af his Liſt. 
ndeed, did 1 call that preach og the Goſpel, which com. | 
monly paſſeth for it, viz. Miniſters telling poor Sinners they 
muſt ns Jeſus Chriſt to be an all -ſufficient Saviour of Sinners 
in general, but not their Saviour in particular; I ſhould be of 
another Sentiment : : For the World doth not hate, but love 
this Religion ; ; *tis the Religion of Nature; at leaſt Nature 2 
is not puzzled with it; all the . Miniſters Hearers have, got 
ſomething of it already; or, however it appears an eaſy Thing 
to get dark Religion at any Time: So that Miniſters will be 
more likely to be deify'd than perſecuted by the W orld for 2 
preached this Goſpel. 4 
But inaſmuch as 7 have not ſo. learned Chriſt, eme as 1 
believe this to be another Goſpel ; it is moſt clear to me that 
thoſe who plainly and powerfully preach down his Faith, ſo 
Fre to Nature, and in ſieu of it preach that (as holy Tin- ; 
expreſſeth it) © every Sinner muſt believe Jeſus Chriſt to # 
be bis Saviour and his Redeemer, will meet with Perſecution, M 
in ſome Degree, and that not only from the prophane and de- 
bauchꝰd Part of the World, but 1G and eſpecially from many 
moral Perſons without Grace : For the Phariſees were the 
orſt Enemies Chriſt had) and it may be, ſometimes from tru- 
ly gracious Perſons, who have "i enticed over into the En- 
emy's Camp. The Wor 45 Enmity againſt bit Goſpel, a. 
gainſt big Faith, ſpring s directly from its Enmity a inſt the 
Tord Jeſus Chiiſt : For the World hath ſuch an Lip Opinion 
of its oun Righteouſneſs, and ſuch a mean Opinion of N 
Righteouſneſs, that it will not bear Man to be ſo much deba- 
ſed, and Chriſt to be ſo much exalted, as that a poor Sinner, 
who knows he deſerves to be ſent to Hell, ſhould 725 Momenty 
believe that God for Chriſt's Sake orb forgive his Sins, and} 
that Chriſt and all his Benefits belong to him notwithſtanding 
all his Vileneſs. This is the Noot of Bitterneſs ; Hence it i 
that the Doctrine of a particular and aſſured Faith is ſo run 
down, becauſe it exalts the Lord Jeſus Chrift ; becauſe it __ 
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Man and his Righteouſneſs 0 be nothing, and Chriſ and Bis 


or being fuch Divinity as 
can be well digeſted, by cthoſk who'hive'never-ſeen the Glory 
of Cod in the Face of Feſus\Chrift, or, if thiey have ſeen it, are 
noio groping in the Dark, and ſeeking to be juſtiſied as it were, 
by\the JPorks' of 'ube Lang” £15: ) 197 ik oor one Wang 
This is the View in which the, Thing appears to me - In 
Proportion therefore, as 7eſu3 Gi appears to me to be a greai 
Saviour, my Hea#l always burns within me, with Zeal againſt 
that Religion which makes him a litile Saviour. Nay, ſome- 
times when J aſcribe Glory to the Lamb in my Heart, and lift 
him ip in my very Soul, it ſeems that if J had as many Lives 
as Hair on my Head; I could! witlingly and chearfully part 
with them all, rather than come into bir Setret, who ate for 
baniſhing a particular Faith out of the World, and thereby 
pulling down the Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, and trampling him under 
their Feet. 4X | i WED t * 343 . | UNS (3 BUGS 443 
And, tis becauſe God who is rich in Mercy, for ibe great 
Lowerwherewith he loved me, when I'was dead in Tyeſpuſſet and 
in Sins, hath quickned me by malting m to:know that Chriſt” 
is mig bty 0 ſave, that I have undertaken, and, at Length fi- 


niſhed the enſuing Treatiſe; the great Deſign of which (Be 
knows) is to ſpeak a good Word for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 


to ſet the Crowi upon 2j: Head, when ſo many are going 
Traitèrouſlyſto rob Fir of it, and'to-place it upon the Head 
of Rebelliaus Man. iin 2149 io . LILY EF. Ea 1 | 35H! 

And as I know that Zealvufþy for the Honour of Zion's King, 
hath made me Bold in nm God, to draw my Pen in his Caule, 


apd to maintain his Right, notwithſtanding a great Hoſt of 


Terrors that were ſet in Array againſt me; ſo I am perſuaded, 
ny-God'who ftood by me, and ir ing bene me to go through the 
Work; will bleſs it now it is done." te the 'prorſe of the Glory 
of bis Grace: Nay, I can't doubt but it will redoùnd more to 
his Glory than any Work J have been enabled to do ) him, 
and for him, ever ſince I knew the Grace of God in Truth, . 
Here, 1 expe it will be faid . by ane, ( For their parts, 
<« they think I have been.writing a Book that. confutes no body; 
* ſince all the Miniſters they can find agree with me, that a 
* meer General Faith is good for nothing, and that Behevers 


cc ſhould have a particular Application of the Blood of Chriſt 
E to their on Souls. Lanſwer; Miniſters may agree to- 


— 


gether 


C6.) 
POR in aying all this, and yet he no nearer together in che 
Matter of Jui hing Faith than Eaſt and . 

Accordingly, Dr. Perkins obſerves, that both ff Papiſis — 
% Proteſtants agree together in holding that Believers: ſhould 
have a particular Application of the Blood of Chriſt unto 
«© their oN Souls : and yet, (ſaith he) the Agreement is only 
* in Words: For we hold a particular Ang by: Faith ; + 
« they. only by Hope and Cee. bon ον 
Juſt ſo it is with many Miniſters 44 chis Day all the Ap 8. 
plication they hold is — by Hope and Conjedture: they — 1 
that when Men ſee the Fruits of Faith in oj He Dat ; 
Frames, and good Duties, ihey ſhould thereby humbly hope and 
conjeure they have an Intereſt in the Blood of Chriſt; but 
they will not allow that one who is now an Hell-deſerving Sin- 
ner, ſhould direly, immediately, before be ſees any good Thing 
in himſelf, believe that the Blvd of Feſus Chriſt cleanſeth him from 
all his Sins. In order to ſatisfy my ſelf, whether theſe Men 
really held a particular Fatith,; notwithſtanding all their Talk 
fer a Lag Application, I have often aſked them, what 
was the firſt Thing a Man believes about Chriſt, when he be- 
lieves zo Salvation ; Whether he believes that be. himſelf bath 

(not may have for accepting, or, / he will accept upon Goſ- 3 

pel- Terms, as the Phraſe is, but actually hath now.) ens. - 

tion through bis. Bload, even the: Forgiveneſs of Sins, acrvrdi ing 

1 the Riches K Codes Grace And uthether he! with: not 
have as much Aſſurance for the Forgiveneſs of his Sins, as he 

hath Faith? * And being) try'dudbis Hay; they are Found 

Wanting, and e can 255 WAGE 4758 Sibbedenh, e. Wot * 1 
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rant tdas nat fontcelſiiy, bu chat a Man might be à true Believer, tho 
. . Foes is 1 als dell) Lo A 3 in the Wan be 1 bis) fs 
 (whith Thing I alſo beld] 1 aſe qi him. whether. a Ma not, as much 
Aſſuranct ol be; 0 Falch: 7 eh be reply Yes, 7 Beard him 
preach eight Sus mous, e, ith him I belive mor? than 855 
Nimes vpn tbe Smet; and by all thei uppear d do me 7 out Shi 
| {ah eoithout any Heſptation. I could never believe: that. lie denied a” parti- 
culſar Faith, woefe it only for this 3, that he knows that he is of God; 
there bting an heavenly Neceſlicy laid upon all ſuch Perſons to be Frimds,. 1 
to that Faith. Accordingiy, it may b edſerved to the Honour of a parti- 
n. Faith, that f all the Men in the Mor ld.aubu are Enemies — Megs 
 eohether 
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I freely on I have had great Fears, left Autinomiant and 
Tl bertines who are always too plenty, and who ſhew them- 
ſelves after a Day of great Grace, ſhould like vile Spiders (as 
Mir. Erſtine calls them) fuck Poiſon out of the Flower of the 
Goſpel, and pervert what I have written to their own Deftrut7i- 
en. But this 1 know, the Doctrine I advance is eſſentially dif- 
ferent from their*s'* (Tho' Luther and Calvin, and St; Paul 
Z were tho't Antinomians for holding it: perhaps never any one 
preached pure Goſpel without being honout”d with the re- 
peroachful Name'of an Antinominn :) For their Faith is a Man's 
} believing that he Bath been forgiven, and was aFually in a State 
bf Fayour with God, before Faith ; whereas atcording to our 
Faith, a Man doth not (to uſe Wendelin?'s Words) believe 
24 that his Sins are forgiven him already, before the Act of be- 
( ſieving) but that he ſhall have Forgiveneſs of Sins : In the very 
= <« AF of Juftification he beheves his Sins are forgiven him, 
and ß teceives Fotgrorney, vin 20) 0 Oe 
hHeſides, The Artmominns dot? t hold it material, that there 
mould be a Work of Cynviction brfors, and à Work of Sane- 
3 Hmfication after Faith; whereas we maintain that no Man can 
: truly believe his Sins ate freely forgiven, till he fees himſelf 
uin i the Low; and that whoſoevet believes that he is clean- 
fed in the Blood of Chrift, will be tonflrajned by the Love of 
|, Chrif to eleanſe bimſelf from all Fuhr, of Fleſh and Spirit. 
and to perfect Holineſs in the Peay of God: So that if our Faith 
is guarded (as it always ſhould be) with a Work of Convifti- 
on before, and Work of San#tification behind, Antinomians and 
Libertines have nothing to do with it ; inſtead of ſpeaking 
Comfort to ſuch, it condemns them all to the Flames of Hell. 
There is alſo one Thing more, which © hath been Matter of 
much Concern to me, viz. An Apprehenſion leſt thoſe who 
are Antiminiſterial, and of a ſeparating Spirit, ſhould get any 
| Advantage by my Writings, and ſtrengthen themſelves in a a 
IVay that is not good. PEGS ee ay Et 


whether Proteſtants, or Papiſts (for the great embattell'd Army who are 
tow againſt it, is a conſederate Army made up of Proteſtants and Papiſts, 
eſpecially the latter; the Pope himſelf being Generdliflimo of the ft) | 
there is not one ſingle Perſon "who knaws that he is of God. For, who- 
ever knows that he is of God, can know it only by à particular Faith: 
And ſach an one had rather be burnt to Aſbes, than be againſt that Faith 
buy which Ze knows him/e/f to be of God, © © 


* „„ W 


C ? 
"gs For my Part, thro*-Grace, I * an univerſal Love towards 
Miniſters; (more eſpecially thoſe; who appear to have been 


inflamed with the Love of Chriſt, whoever they be, wherever | 


they be, and however, in leſſer Matters, oppoſite to me) and 
have felt my. Heart wiſhing them well, and Ralf for them, 
the Time 


even. thoſe a are moſt againſt me, a great Part 
55 have bee en Rn; this Ir. But aa, I e well 


as axe hen an ju <2 _—_— ſo chat —— 1 . | of « 


5 Eu: 22 . Jeſus Chriſt. hath ſhined into their Souls: 


ele unhappy Men (God pity them; my Heart almoſt |” 
bleeds fo r them 5 ſuch an one was I) come forth to ſerve the 
Chur ches es Ce really to ſervr themſelves) and after a Life ſpent 


in Pleaſure, Pomp, and Worldhmindedneſfs, they go down: o 
"the Dead, and to the Damned, and. their. People with them.— 
„And tis obſerving: o many. of this Sort of "Miniſters; (for 


one mulſt'be, e blind, and very much lite them, not to 
find 4 Plenty 0 f. them in Town.and Country) which Satan : 


, Bf of, to prejudice ſome Perſons againſt a learned Mi- 
cauling a: to ſeparate from them, and to be Miniſters 
RE or at, leaſt A Beap up Teachers to themſelogs, ſome 


whom had need be taught what are the fiſt Principles of the . 


19 5 of. God: ea them highly for their Ignorance Sate, 
1 if what came from the Mouths of ſuch Men, muſt * 
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25 
* "El ab not 7%, un 7 by this N to ſpeak apcing the 3 f 
without Academical Learning; nor yer as if. I was | 
again all Separations. As for thoje robo appear to be no Enemies to 
i; Learning, but Men of Knowledge, and F a ſound Mind, and eſpecially to © 


10⁰* e thoſe who a 


. ; Se full of Faith and of the Holy, Ghoſt / 7 would as faon encourage their 
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* Preaching, as if they bad commend Doctors in Divinity.— Nor. dare! 

; he againſt ali Sepaiations : For to be againſt all Separations is ® 
to be againſt all Reformations ; 3 and yet I make no ®urſtion but 

„ ſeparating Spirit 25 an Antichriſtian Spirit. i- this, ohh 
hath made little Brotherhoods and Siſterhoods of about five or 
j in Nunben: And the ſame Principle will probably make their | 
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. "Numbers ſill leis. For my. Part 1 would bear with a great Deal in | 


- Church, and in a Minifter before I would ſeparate : a little of the Lan- 
-, guage of Aſhdod, tobiab good Miniſters ſometimes peak, join d with a 
great Deal of the Language of Canaan,” #90u/d not drive me away. And 
TY _ inaſmuch 


ol " * 3 
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I can truly ſay ( my Conſcience bearing me witneſs) I have 
been ſo far from aiming to do thoſe Men a Pleaſure, and to 
nouriſh in them a Prejudice againſt a ſtanding learned Miniſtry, 
which is always joyned with a ſeparating Spirit ; that for their 
Sales, I have ſometimes trembled at the Thoughts of letting 
this Performance ever ſee the Light. | 
However, though in a diſcouraged Frame, I have been a- 
| 7 fraid of making it publick ; ſo Satan ſometimes makes me al- 
moſt afraid to ſound forth free Grace, and the Glad Tidings of 
Salvation, leſt ſome ſhould turn the Grace of God into Wan- 


- 
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the Hearts and Souls of Men. 
2 # - p = 3 Y 
Oh that what: have written upon 


= ſing Glory to the Lamb that was ſlain ! Amen and Amen! 
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lnaſmuch as the Harl ad, ne a Promoter of Separations (as well as 
bins me to be a lun to maky Errors, which I have always been again. 
n 11. unity tb anſfv 2 — plead — 
rations, nor advi/e any to ſepa- 

A 53.1 pread the 2 Goipel 
= '- ry P i 750 tb hear mne; though uot 
z before the Conſent of theMinifters is aſteu. I they will allow me to preach 


to thoſe People who deſire to hear me ; them, (to my tejoycing) the Goſpe! 


% . ts, preached. without Strife, or Appearance Contention: But if they 


© 


forbid my Preaching becauſe I preach that a popr Sinner in Order to his 
Jam juſtified, muſt believe that God for Chip Sake doth forgive WI 
5177 Sms (which is ſometimes the Cafe )) 1 preach notwithſtanding.  d/! 
q Men of Reading, know this. to be the Proteſtant Faith: And preathing the 
true Proteſtant Faith, wi/l be likely to ſtrengtben the Hands of true Pro- 
teſta nts. | : ' | 
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INTRODUCTION 
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Have oftentimes wonder'd, a believe 1 ſhall continue 

wondring as long as I live, how it ſhould come to pak, 

that in /o Proteftant a Country as this, it ſhould be a Diſ- 
| grace to any Man to be a true Proteſtant. 

One muſt be a Stranger to the State of Religion | in New: 
Zngiond. not to khow that a general Faith is in Vogue, not 
only among Arminians, but among Calviniſts alſo, eſpecially i 
of the Clergy ; and that thoſe who maintain a particular 1 
Faith, are loo d upon to be Enthaſſaſis and Antinomians' &c. 
And yet theſe few Antinomians and Enthuſiaſts faiſy ſo called, 
are the only thorough Protęſtunts in the Land: All the reſt, 
whoſoever they be, do ſ% far turn their Backs upon the Pro- 
fene, and ſay a Confederacy with the Papi. 

Accordingly Mr. Ebenezer Erſkine in a Sermon lately Game 

among us, warns his Hearers againſt a general Faith, as What 

was renounced by their Forefathers as a : BRANCH of ( C 
POPERY. He refers to theſe Words in their national Covenant; 8 
0 We deteſt and refuſe the uſurped Authority of that Raman 
te Antichriſt—His general and doubtſome Faith. 

| Nay, the Meridian Sun never was plainer to one tolerably 

he: acquainted with eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, than that his Faith is 
the Faith of Papiſts, nd that a. Pabie 112 r and 8 Faith is 
the Faith of Proteſtants. fam ts, 
That ſanguine and un gunted C 4 
well known to have 'beegthe firſt in the Kdo, Who 
gave a Blow to that Mag of. Sin the Pope of Nome: And 'tis 
as well known to thoſt who have read his Works, that the 
chief Blow which he gave him, and which ſet him a reeling, 
was by Ni down that general dark Faith, which then 
Was, and zar held ſe ſacred, and by preaching up a | tad þ 
auler and Aſſured Faith in the Room of it. | 1 
Culvin alſo his Brother in the Reformation (par nobile fra- '£ 
trum |) might be ſuppoſed to be ile. minded meerly from his 
being a Reformer ; for otherwiſe, inſtead of preaching People 

from: Rome, he would have preach'd them to Rome again ; 
| bur, 
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but; beds he hath expreſly over and over declared his Mind 
in his ilutiont. We ſhall have a perfect Definition of 
« Faith (faith he) if we ſay that it is a ſtedfaſt and aſſured 
„ Kyowledge of God's Kindneſs towards US, which being 
grounded upon the Truth of the Promiſe in Chriſt, is both 
„ revealed to our Minds, and ſealed in our Hearts by the 
Holy Ghoſt.“ i 

# - Soalfoin his Catechiſin, he faith, it is not enough! that we 
"th have an aſſured Knowledge that God is Almighty and perfect- 
y good, but that every one of us muſt be fully aſſured in his 
2 Conſcience that he is beloved of God, and that he will be both 
bis Father and Saviour + And afterwards ſpeaking of the 
rigbi F aith; he ſaith “ it is à ſure Per ſivaſſon, and Heedfaſt 


* Knowledge of God's tender Love towards US according as 
he hath plainly uttered in his Goſpel, that he will be both 


2 Father and a Sayiour unto US, through ts Means of Jule 
4 R343 Chriſt”. * 11 

The Palaiini Cathcbifin all print ted by public Ainkorith for 
3h the Uſe of Scotland, and which is famous in moſt of the re- 
formed Churches, and ufed in public Schools, gives us the fame 
Idea of juſtifying F aith; telling us, chat ĩt is not only a 
EKnowledge by which I do ſtedfaſtly aſſent to all Things, 
© which God hath revealed to us in his Word, but alſò an 'af- 
fred Aﬀfrance kindled in my Heart by the: Holy Ghoſt, by 
*nahich'T REsr upon God, making suRE Account that 
“ Forgiveneſs of Sins, everlaſting Righteouſneſs and Life is 
«beſtowed, not only upon others, but upon Mz, and that 
rely 7 by the Mag 70 Jod, Hot the _— and Deſert of 
T Be bf juitifpin iN g yen by dhe Church of 
N Holland is a al f RCA þ Given by It is, (ſay 
they) a fure Knowledge of God and H Promiſes revealed: to 
us in the (Goſpel, and a e Confidents, t that all ne Sins are 
A forgiven: T7 2 9143; unn 
Nay Dr. William Putin who n N Lake Cauſe 
agairft the Papiſts; between one and two hundred Tears ago, 
which I am now maintaining againſt Proteſtants, ves 0 us 1 
Definition of the 'F aith of OM in Tg WOT 

ky 13 934k uv Gat in 
* III. Vol. Cha 17 = 1 TTY 
en Calvin. Cg $67 Pay 75 A IP mY 8275 N ba 25 


Quseſtion 111. 


TT Dutch brief Compend of Chriſtian Religion. Vra. 


A. 


( 12.) 
A juſtifyingFaith i is not 4 a general Relief of the Article 


« of Faith, that Chriſt was dead and roſe again for them that 


$ J _ 7 4 
"TIFF 


4 believe ; but it is an aſſured ſtedfaſt Confidence, whereby e- 


very Man particularly doth apply to himſelf the general ® 
«. Promiſes of God, for the Hope of Remiſſion of his Sins 


in Chriſt, that Chriſt died, roſe again, and did all the reft 
« for him. 13 


Mr. Fox the Martyrologiſt is ſo zealous chat he thinks i | | 


Blaſphemy to deny this Definition. 
FThe Papiſts (faith he) Blaſpbemouſſy ſay, that F uh where- 


« yith a Man firmly believeth, and certainly aſſureth himſelf 4 


that for Chriſt's Sake his Sins are forgiven, and that he © 


4 ſhall poſſeſs. eternal Life, is not Faith, but Raſhneſs, not the 
Perſwaſion of the Holy Ghoſt, but Preſumprion of a Man's 


% Boldneſs.”* 
And that the Matter in Diſpute between the Papiſis and 


. 4 was fairly repreſented, we are abundantly confirmqd 


by the Papiſts themſelves, who glory: in their being Enemies 1 


to a particular and aſſured Faith. © 
- Bellarmine, the Rhemiſts, and the Council of 75 rent, an 
determine that there is no Confidence or Aſurance in faying & 


Faith, 


\o% "Ballgrmine ſaith ! it is DOK the Property of F. aith to apply 4 


1 to every Believer, the Promiſes of God in.Chriſt + This 

a he 110 18 en, (The e Aon yo This 

6 Davy!) 

IT by Rhemiſts "i « That Faith by which we are = 

« is a general or univerſal belicvin@afahc Artigles 0 

66 Dome and Reſurrection not any fon cid R. 
Confidence of 755 ans o Salvation? fro And in 

2 — Place they fiicl not, to affirm, © That the Apoſtles 

< never knew 47 ed ſpecial, Faith of the Proteſtants, 


«© whereby every one believes that their Sins are remitted, and W 
s that themſelves ſhall be ſaved. } Indeed, throughout the 
whole Performance, thoſe Jeſuits take every Opportunity to 


twit the Proteſtants for nn ſuch a Faith, and ſpare no 


+ See Dr. Wiler: Synophis Papiſmi 976: Which be cites from Dr. Per- 
kin's Reformed Aer there, as well as in Dr. Abbot againſt Dr. [ 


Biſhop this Matter is largely treated of. 
* Rhemift Annot. Rom. 4 V. 10, 4 Heb. AI. Ver. 1. 
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P roteſtani Can fe) 7 N e ISW 2113-101 2001825 #6: 43 
The Council of Tr che lat Be 7 We Faith is not 


that aſſured Belief, = Confidence of Heart, whereby we 
are perſuaded that our Sinz are forgiven,, in Chriſt.. 7 
And they have thunder'c out ng Anathema's:. :againſ};; all 
1 Who hold , in Oppo tion 40, . their: general and 
dualen, Faith. 81 A of ioc 
Saith the Council; 'If; any y ſhall ay, that. on Faith is 
nothing elſe but a Cdn of.the Mercy of God, pardoning 
Sins for Chriſt's TG © Or, that, that Confidence is it alone, 
by Which they Ea. let . be accurſed.. 4 And 
again z If any ſh bo that a Man is abſolved from Sin, and 
faltig by that, be N believes bimſelf to ba abſolved 
and juſtified, let bim be accurſed. . 
He geſe Curſes are to this Day in full Force 2 Virtue « 3 fo 
that we are all curſ WS, cur. eh by the Papiſts, as well 
as reproach' d oy Proteſt % Boge fame Cauſe, even for 
Si maintaining this he 1 2 Srine, vtz. That a poor 
r, in order to his being Ft ed, . muſt, believe Chriſt to 
is Saviour, and bis Redeemer. But the Curſe cauſeleſs 
2 not come ; there is no cunſing them en, the Lord bleſſeth: 
= 1 defire to take ye 1 7 5 and all is es, and Bind 


1 of 1 og gl Nat o 
| the Maintainers of this Doc- 
fic they hi 38 ſhould one Day deſtroy 
he Face 1 25 arth ; 1 they can foreſee, 
1 55 of Pro phe t that if a particular and 
affured Fai ſhould once Gwund in = World, their 
ingdom which is nce gan upon Dartneſs, Doubting and 
Uncertainty, muſt inevitably am to the Ground: they 
could no longer keep up a Market of Indulgences, Maſſes, 
and Pilgrimages, &c. and the Fire of Purgatory would de 
quite Put out. 
For which Reaſon it is aſtoniſhing to me, that the Doduine 
of a general Faith, which as the Sake of the Wr 2 


. Sal. Cas, 6. 13. + Chap, 13. can. 12. 5 Bid. Can. 14 
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t . Ae, une che 5 tHe 24 be ſb cate in, C6lin- 
| try 55 ene Tor the cel N 7 roteſtant S as any in 
Nay, 1 oaks no Doubt but there are many People in the 


1. 100 ſome Miniſters, Who have fallen in Love with this 


Antichriſtiah Doctrine, who 'y yet out 'of, Allegience to \ Fing 


Gro, or rather to Kg Pieve "would die the Deat 
be burnt to Aſhes, rather than be reconciled” to that 750 
of  Abominations, the Church of Rome. Why then have they 


gone ſo far-batkwards, as to ſymbolize with her, in this great 


Article of Chriſtian Religion All I can lea they have to 
ſay for themſelves, is only this; viz. © That the Divines who 
ie came after, found out that Luther and the * other Reformers 
, Bad not rightly defin'd Faith by putting Aſurance into the 
* Nature of it. 

Fhis Solution, if Veigded in the Balance, will be found ligh- 
yl than nothing hd Vanity "For, Luther and the other Refor- 
mers, were Scher gat 71 br, elle uite duroh in Utting Af 
ſurance into the Nature it. If they were quire right then 
theſe Men are quite reiz in finding , Fault w. ith their Defi- 
nition of Faith: But if the Reformers 1 quite wrong (as 
theſe, Men ſuppoſe) then theſe Fe 55 follow, ; and 2 be 
maintained Hy them"; vz. 
110k) That che Papiits: ere i mY 
Dodttine as Herely, and Warfüng ägalfiſt, and bp 

Proteſtants for preaching it up, ded 4 5 had RE 
the Bounds of Moderation, art 5 not n to 
and burning. 215 A 23 Ne > 09 
2. That every one to ed 
Falch, (for, as a certain learn Fi 
ed with the Blood of PHI, Flames: there 
js no Doubt but Tindal atBamilton, 5 hurried to the 8 take, 
and burt, in a great Meaſtre for their Zeal for this Doctrine) 
I fay it follows that every one of thefe died as a Fool dieth, not 
as Witneſſes to the Truth, but as Witneſſes to a Falſhood, of 
ich the Devil was the Author ; for he is the Author of att 
falſe Religion; fo that they. were all the Devil's Martyrs, an 
not Chnit's! - 

That the Prgching of this falſe Divinity of which. $4 

tan, the falſe Spirit was the Author, was the Means of carty- 
d that n Work of Reformation which e 
eard 
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heard and d read 2 mach of, 19 houſands 404 T} 2 
8 | wok Hp 1 bei e and * Nations were bory. os. 2 
For, one muſt be very ignorant of ng Times, not to, 6 


4 E aich, and that this. Doctrine 
Vas Der undi in their 125 And Oh, Eg 
1 would ſuch Talk W. LI i 1 47H; 5 2 2 75 LA ths, { Lit r0- 
F ante, ſound in the. s of on, ard 25 Sn 47 

+ ang” the Reſt of their 4 15 ca ing 5 = 


1 5 N 11 © OAT us more ig to | 


4 | Holy. other Church? And 155 jig 7 Fi is in 1 IR the 
alk of cyery one who, duch de 

a e rom, the Fope,. L did pat al 
JB © by putting, eee e 5 i= 
'F Talk. 7 up in. Rr one 1 that boy 
4 0 and beſt 1 5 H, *. all th the War Ti in the 
4 wil 905 wa OIT.. the 7 mutt. * _ 
194 NR Who ohne er thoſe Chriſtian I Few ob 


1277 = 
32 5 to 172 a e Reformers.0 ught. RED a, BYE put any 

KAance. into, the, Definition Hof j yull e Re alth, I make ng 
Ir. But then ! it is clear from wh at hatb den ud, that 


N Pope Fye-Salye which made 


Mpber of them.) n "Scailind. of 
ech tolce ho Falſho 
| _ no perſonal» Copy 
“ init, 5 that ee 1 0 as meer ee 
* and the Fiction of a craſy Brain. 17 " Robert Bailey, t 
Miniſter of Kikyinning, afterwards one ol The Co 7 from 
Scotland to, the Fa (er ently, wrote. again 
ing them With B opery for that very Aſſertion.“ 
And if there was * Zeal for Proteſtantiſm in New-Eng- 
* which there was then (An. Dom. 1640) in the Churches 


2 . Hifteria notuum in Regno Scotiæ, Pag. 517, 


them, chang- | 


of 


* oke of Scots ſuch P 75 . 5 3 T he | 
| uU vy u mie n 
att fo PRA A by whole Aſſemt wo 55 Mini b 
HBüt to „ How ſhall de ace dunt TH wh 
45 1o'uniuntable'? viz. That there ln Ve 
warping towards 'R me in ſp Proteſtant a Country as 30 Fo 


2 3 Darknfs covers the Earth, and groſs Darkneſs the 
tople; 


that grows a i in che Salle, and withe s when the Sun looks 
upon 1 
Accordingly in the Time of chat TERA Reformation, of 


which'T have been ſpeakin ee 2 forth bis Li Ligh 

E. is Truth, it. for te Sil . bu 
\ the heaver ly; Light 1) drawn, it 

i” People grop'd in the BA net blu 12 00 k th 
s Rome. f | 


em Gy el of eſs 7 70 & into the Hear 
55 00 1011 5 d the Fields ect Pd with 


ale Fach a 0 Miniſte c feel Mens of the 


gf 
65 Chriſtin his own Soul, without reachin: 
the Lord 7 departed, el the Glory the Lord Thr "© "2 


ev Fg alas, how lor 3 we bear 7h Ms 
F WT Minit er _ t know dur — ri 
their Ha belles ns | 


80 c. 
Wesch 8 i LA :"and' then 1 biying and , 
CHER comes | dom of fr ree "Grace : their bet 1 5 7 


Parse 1255 e LC. 
| a Willingneſs to make bim welcome. | 
| 752 A Ras been fd, I truſt it is evident what is the Faith 
| of Proteſtants, and what's the Faith of Papiſts, and withal that 

"ris | oppoſe the latter, aud defend 


| chi I ſhall eder odr to do by ebe bllowir 
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In general; this Phenomenon muſt be reſolved into Dota: 2 


2 This genere Faith * U Poete of Da er It is a Weed | f 
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Containing various Arguments againſt a 
general, and for a particular FAITH. 


Fiſh ARGUMENT. 


HE N Chriſt to be a Saviour, Mark 
g 1- 24. And if Men at Converſion only believe 
enim to be a Saviour, wherein doth the Faith of 
5 . Devils differ from the Faith of God's Elen? 
I I know it will be ſaid, the Effects of their Faith 
are different : To which I anſwer, qualis cauſa, talis effeftus ; 
f the Effects are different, ſo are the Cauſes which produce 
them; and conſequently Faith in thoſe accurſed Spirits muſt 

have another Difference than what lies in the Effects: which 
Difference can lie no where, but where | have plac'd it; viz. 
That the former only believe Chriſt to be a Saviour, while 
4 Ihe latter believe him to be their Saviour. | 

For, as tis Men's taking God at his Word, that Teſus Chriſt 
is their Saviour, which makes them new Creatures 3 fo, did 
& God by his Spirit convince the Devils that there was in Chriſt 
Salvation for them (which he never will do) they could be 
Devils no more. The ſame Diſcovery from the Spirit of 
God, which makes the former ceaſe to be wic led Men, would 
A make the latter ceaſe to be evil Angels. 
However, if any one ſhould think. that the E Dif- 
ference between 3 Faith of Devils, and of good Men lies 
here,; that 7 former only believe him to be a Saviour, but 
not of any of their Race, while the latter believe him to be 

a Saviour of the humane Race I anſwer, this. Solutig a- 


ther hurts than helps their Cauſe: For if a little general Pro- 
bality of Salvation by Chriſt, is ſuppoſed the Means of ma- 
king a Man a new Creature, while the Devils who have no 
Hope remain Devils ſtill notwithſtanding their Faith; how 
nuch more likely is it that Men would be renewed tn the Spirit 


C of 


18 
f their Minds by a- ſure Coon & that Chrift and al his 
nefits belong 2 to them in particular? is 
Wherefore, fince the general Faith Tam now oppo poſing, 
can't be made out any 22 to be eſſentially different from the 
Faith of Devils; the "Faith of God's Elect muſt be a particular 


Faith, whereby a Man not only believes Jeſus Chriſt to be 
the Saviour of Sinners in general, but the Saviour of i „ 


a moſt vile and miſerable Sinner. 
Second ARGUMENT. 


Faich j in Chriſt is in Scripture ſet forth by a * + 7 
But what Woman ever gives her ſelf in Marriage to a Man, | 


without looking upon him as her Friend, as one that loves 
ber, and gives himſelf to her? If all this were WT 
that which is eſſential to a Marriage would be wanting 
And yet this is all wanting in the ſpiritual Marriage b 
| Iween Chriſt and the Believer according to a 4 al. 
The Soul gives her ſelf co Chriſt, without looking upon 
him as her Friend, as one who loves ber, or ſo much as ever 
intended Marriage with ber. 
Indeed if a Woman ſhould marry a Man in the Dark, and 
2 her ſelf to him to be his lawful Wife, only becauſe ſhe 
ought him a likely Man, and had heard that he wanted 
a Wife; ſuch a Marriage as this, would be well repreſented 
by a dark and general Faith. But was there ever ſuch à Mar- 
ge as this? Or, if ever any Woman ſhould be fo much 
out of ber Wits, as to marry her ſelf to a Man in this Man- 


Nallic 7 
Wherefore, ſince the Holy Ghoſt repreſents Faith to us 
by a Marriage'; and ſince a general Faith will admit of no- 
thing between Chriſt and the Soul like a Marriage; it muſt 
be in the Way of a nag Faith, chat poor Sinners are 
married to the Lamb of God 
Third ARGUMENT. 5 
Another Argument againſt a general Faith, is that it 
poſes Men to make God a Liar, at the very Time of th 
Converſion. 'Who is he that maker God a Liar, bathe hat 


And'this is the Record (O glorious Record /) that God: bath 
given t0 US eternal Life i in his Son. 1 Joh. 5: 10, 17. 


1 t N Rev. rg. 7. Eph. 5.34. 2 Cu . 2. = 


ner; all wife Men would look upon the Marriage to be a 


believeth not the Record which he hath given of his Son? 
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eternal Life to US, we make him a Liar. 
It don't excuſe us, let us believe never ſo firmly that God 
gives eternal Life to Sinners in general: No, we muſt put OUR 
* SELYES into the Number, and believe that God gives eternal 
Life to US, or elſe we make him a Liar according to the 
very Words of St. John. GIN 0 


(19) N 5 
| If therefore at Converſion, we don't believe that God gives 


Some may think the Difſiculty ſolv'd by ſaying that the 
Kecord means that God gives eternal Life to us Sinners, if 
wie will believe. F we will believe! That is, if we will 
nay for it: for bere believing ſtands for working; and working 
is the ſame Thing with paying. There muſt be no legal ifs ; 
one if ſpoils all: For this only is properly and ſtricthy Goſpel, 
viz. That God gives Eternal Life to Sinners in Chriſt Feſus, 
not if they will believe, but whether they believe or no: tho! 
without their believing, or taking the unſpeakable Gift will 

profit them nothing, but only be a Means of their receivin 
the greater Damnation. Nor is this a Doctrine of Licentiouf- 
neſs, as Satan would perſwade the World: On the contrary 
tis the only Cure for à licentious Life. Convictions will not 
do; though the Pains of Hell get hold of Sinners, yet they 
are liable afterwards to return like the Dog to his Vomit, and 
like the Sow that was waſhed.to her wallowing in the Mire. But 
eau a Man fin againſt a God giving eternal Life to him ?--- 
No verily, when once the Love and Kindneſs of God his 
Saviour hath appeared to tim, all the Devils in Hell can't 
make him in Love with a wicked Life any longer. 5 
As the Doctrine of a general Faith reflects upon the ever- 
bleſſed God, ſo doth it upon Man too, by ſuppoſipg him to 
be ſtupid and irrational at Converſion; when all Men accor- 
ding to the Scripture, come to themſelves; though they were 
beſides "themſelves before. Luke 15. 17. It will be granted 
that what: a convinced Sinner wants, is to ſee that he hath a 
Right to Chriſt: Well, by a divine and ſupernatural Light, 
he comes to ſee: that hoe ver will, hath a Right to Chriſt, 
and yet he don't ſee. that he hath a Right to him Was 
ever any Thing more abſurd! Suppoſe one among a Com- 
pany of condemned Malefactors in Priſon, expecting Exe- 
cution, ſhould verily believe that the King hath ſent Orders 
that whoſoever will ſhall have his Liberty, and yet at the 
ſame Time ſhould not ſee = he hed-'his-Liberty; would 
8 . LE nor 


x 3 IO 
vot every one ſap that A was more like a Sort or | 
Stone, than a reaſonable Man ? „ ͤã ð Shite:"\ 
Thus doth this Doctrine ſuppoſe Men to exerciſe no more 
Reaſon at Converſion, I won't ſay than Brutes, (for Brutes 
are wiſer: when they want Liberty, no ſooner are the Bars 
let down, but every one ſees Liberty for himſelf :) but than 
Stones and Stumps ; and yet then all Men, however it was 
with chem before, or may be afterwards, have the cleareſt 
Exerciſe of their Reaſon. | 1 4 6 
But where would be the Harm, if they ſhould allow a ra- 
tional Creature tranſacting for Eternity, to be as wiſe as the 
Beaſts that periſh? When theſe ſee a general Privilege, they 
always ſee a particular Privilege for themſelves. And why 
will they not allow that when a poor condemned Sinner ſees 
Salvation for Sinners in general in Chriſt, he fhould at the | 
fame Time, ſee Salvation for himſelf in particular ? Why, this 
would be to ſuppoſe too much Light in Converſion, and that 
they are dreadfully afraid of: If Converſion is all Darkneſs, 
(as to a Man's own Caſe) it is all good: there can't be 700 
much Darkneſs ; but the leaſt Glimmering of Light would 
oil all. | 1 | | Z 
1 Ni ARGUMENT. | 
A general Faith makes Men ſpiritual Thieves and Robbers. 
God gives Chriſt to the Children of Men according to the 
Scriptures.F Accordingly Believing is ſaid to be a Receiving 
of Chriſt. 1 John 1. 12. Now a Man cannot honeſtly re- 
ceive a Gift, without ſeeing the Gift- was made to him: If 
he doth, tis not properly receiving (for Giving and Receiving 
are Correlates ; but only taking without Leave, or Stealing : 
And the Thing thus fraudulently taken is what he hath no 
Right to. If I ſhould give a Crown to a poor Man, and he 
ſhould take it, without ſeeing that did really intend to give 
it to bim, he would be a Thief and a Robber, and remain 
without any Right to the Money, which would have been 
bis own, had he been convinced that I gave it to bim. 
No the great and good God, hath given Jeſus Chriſt to 
a poor periſhing World; If any Man believes the Record, and 
takes Jeſus Chriſt as given of God to him, Chriſt and all his 
Benefits, are his immediately: But whoever pretends to. take 
Chriſt, without being perſwaded that God gives Chriſt to 
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21 | 
him, only ſteals him, and hath no Le nor Inheritance in him: 
The old Proverb, no Good comes by flealing, muſt hold good 
in Things of a ſpiritual, as well as in Things of a temporal 
Nature. e 3-3-3199; OR | 
This is certainly a parallel Caſe : The former is not more 
roperly temporal, than the latter is ſpiritual thieving. ---- 
Wherefore, ſince a general Faith puts the whole World upon 
ſtealing Chriſt ; ſince it teaches every Man to fnatch at him 
in the dark, and to take him without ſeeing that Chriſt belongs 
to him, and conſequently to dream that he pgſ/eſJes a Saviour 
when he doth nor, to the infinite Hazzard of his Soul; it 
follows plainly that a general Faith, is not the Faith of God's 


Ele. FEE! 2 IAA; KH 
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- What an abſurd, and ineffeFual Thing doth a general Faith 
make of the glorious and everlaſting Goſpel ! The Goſpel, like 
the Author of it, is not only the J/iſdom of God, but it is alſo 
the Power of God unto Salvation: But that Goſpel which is 
preached by the Generaliſts, is a mean abſurd Thing, and of 
none Effect to the ſaving of Souls. 
Suppoſe a King ſhould publiſh an Act of Grace in Favour 
of Pirates, declaring that whoſoever will, ſhall have the Be- 
nefit of it, and yet at the ſame Time embarafs it with this 
Clauſe, viz. That he would have every Pirate underſtand it 
ſo that Pirates in general ſhould be benefited by it, but that 
no Pirate ſhould conclude that he in particular ſhould ever be 
the better for it; what would every Man of Senſe, fay of 
ſuch an Aft of Grace | And what would be the Effect of it? 
Would the Pirates come ſailing in? No, not one: they 
would chooſe to keep at a ſafe Diſtance: For no one could 
tell but that notwithſtanding the King's Clemency to Pirates 
in general, he in particular might be hang d. +: 
And yet ſuch an Act of Grace hath the King of Heaven 
made in Favour of us Sinners and Rebels of the humane 
Race, as tis explained by the Friends of a general Faith.--- 
For, though it runs with an Ho every one that thirſteth,j and 
a whoſoever will, let him come and take of the Waters of Life 
freely ;* yet, ſay they, God would have every Sinner, when: 


dhe comes, believe only that there is Pardon and Happinefs 


through Chriſt for Sinners in general, but that no one ſhould: * 


believe 
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believe that he ſhall ever 10 the better for Chriſt. But what 
Effect would ſuch an Ad of Grace have? Why. ſurely, it 
muſt be as unſucceſsful as the other: Sinners would be afraid 
to come in: For no one could tell but that notwithſtanding 
God's good Will to Sinners in general, he in particular might 
be damn'd. The Truth is, there muſt be a particular Appli- 
cation in both Caſes : The Pirate grown ſick of that Sort of 
Life, muſt ſee that the King meant bim, as much as if his 
Name had been mention'd in particular; and when he ſees 
there is Safety for him, then he comes in immediately in his 
Heart. The Sinner alſo grown weary and heavy laden with 
his Sins, muſt ſee that God means him in the Call of the 
Goſpel, as much as if he was call'd by Name; and when he 
ſees the Love and Kindneſs of God his Saviour towards him, 
and that he is in no Danger, he returns in his Heart immedi- 
ately, with a Behold I come unto thee, for thou art the Lord my 
God. | {8 4 he 9 R a 139 1 

The rigiit Way of returning, for Prodigals and Pirates 
both, is for them to be melted down and overcome with the 
Love and Kindneſs of their God and Prince, towards them, 
ſuch Rebels, and ſuch Traitors as they have been! And if 
any pretend to return without being conquer'd by Goodneſs, 
meerly to ſaue themſelves, and for what they can get; they 
are meer Mercenaries, diſloyal Subjects, Pirates and Prodigal 
in their Hearts, as much as ever,. 

Beheving in Chriſt, is explained to be truſting in him: but 
a Man can't try/t in Chriſt, without a particular Faith that 
Q Lord: I ſaid, thou att my God. Pſ. 31. 14. Vid. Iſa. 12. 2. 
If a Man don't ſee Chriſt to be his Saviour, he cannot ſee: 
enough in him to truſt his Soul with him. Tis of the E/ 
ſence of truſting to be perſwaded that the Perſon whom 
we truſt, is a Friend and will do that for us which we 
truſt him for. If one ſhould try to truſt another with an 
Affair of Importance, without being perſwaded of his Friend. 
ſhip and Fidelity, he would find it an impoſſible Thing. Se, let 
a Man try never ſo much to traſt his Soul with Chriſt, with 
out any: Perſwaſion that Chriſt will ſave hic Soul, and he will. 
find: he can as eaſily rai/e the Dead, as truſt; ſuch a Saviour. But 
when the Lord Jeſus unveils his Glory, and ſhews us that 
his Name is, the Lord OUR Righteouſnefi, then we:can't help 

572026 committing 


. committing our Souls * . al Salvation to him, as to 

a faithful Redeemer: They that know his Name will truſl in 

bim. Pſal. 9. 10. W PR 
/ 
True Faith brings true Peace into the Soul. Rom. 5. 1. 

But all that Peace which a Perſon hath without ſeeing Chriſt 
to be his Saviour, and his Redeemer is irrational and ungroun- 
ded, and therefore cannot proceed from the God of Peace. + 
St. Auſtin well ſaid, Quid eſt Deus fi non eſt mens 2 80 a 
Man who hath his Eyes opened to look into Eternity, and 
to realize the Worth of his own Soul, will not, cannot be eaſy 
in his Mind by beneving Chriſt to be a Saviour of Sinners 
in the general, but will ſay, hat is Chriſt to me, if he is not 
mine ? If any for his Comfort tell him that © che other ge- 
c neral Faith muſt be true Faith, ſince moſt People, and e- 
ec ſpecially Miniſters are of 2h;s Mind; he will ſay miſera- 
« ble Comforters are ye all: When a reaſonable Creature is 
« jn Danger, it is but reaſonable to be afraid in Proportion 
c to the Danger; a general Faith will not do for my Soul 
« in particular; I muſt deſpiſe my own Soul, if I am comfor- 
ce ted without being able to ſay, My Lord and my God }---- 
That general and dark Faith therefore which cannot quiet 
one who is deeply wounded with the Arrows of the Almighty, 
nor give a rational Peace to any, cannot be true and ſaving 
Faith. | eee e | 
53, 0: Nh A EG UNE NTT: 

A general! Faith cannot be right, becauſe it don't work 55 
Love. We are told, that in Chriſt Feſus nothing avails, but 
Faith that worketh by Love. Gal. 5. 6. But, how is it poſſible 
any one ſhould exerciſe Love towards God, without a Per- 
ſwaſion that God loves him? Keks e eee en 


+ A certain Miniſter, a few Days ago in Conver/ation with me upon r, 
Subject, 8 upon it, that Men might have true Peace, and yet not kno-v 
. whether they were going to Heaven or Hell ; Saith He, I am one; I don't 
know where I am going, and yet I am ealy. Juſt /o, I remember Dr. 
Bisnor #he Popiſh Prieſt talks. in his Diſpute againſt the Proteſtants for 

L ing Aſſurance: Je him Dr. WIIET repties, ® That ſuch Divinity 
4 7s. fit only, for thaſe tubuſæ Conſcientes are benumbed.“ The Truth is, (I 
know by my own rpms then Heaven and Hell appear to be Uncer- 
tainties, tex a Religion of Uncertainties 2wi/l do well enough : but when 
theſe apprar to be Certainties, then Men want a Certzinty to ſupport them: 
Dey muſt be as certain that Cnn19T hath born their Hell for them, as 
they are that there is an Hell, or elſ they can find no Reſt unto-their Souls. 
11  Whoeve 
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. . Whoever conſiders the 2 attentively, will find it to 
be of the Nature of Love, to conſider the Perſon beloved, as 
one who loves us. We can't love any one with a Love of 
Complacence,without apprehending him to be one who loves us, 
or at leaſt, would love us upon ſufficient Acquaintance with us, 
which amounts to the ſame. Wherefore, when we exerciſe 
Love towards God, we do, and muſt, in Proportion to our 
loving him, look upon him to be a God loving us. Not that 
we love him only for loving us (ſuch Lovers are Haters of 
| God) but yet the Idea of his loving us, is not excluded Nay, 
as the Apoſtle ſaith, Wie love Him becauſe He loved us firſt. 
1 Joh. 4. 19. We ſee the Glory of God in the Face of Feſus 
. Chriſt, not excluding any of his Perfections, but more parc - 
cularly, his glorious Goodneſs to Sinners, and to us the very chief 
F Sinners; and when we ſee Him as He is in Chriſt, we 
are ravithed with his Beauty, the Fire of Love is inkindled in 
our Hearts, and we return Love for Love. Thus it is that 
poor Sinners begin to love that God who ig Love: both 
Scripture and Reaſon teſtifie that it muſt be ſo: Wherefore, 
ſince a general Faith don't ſhew a Man God's Love to him, 
nor conſequently kindle one Spark of divine Love in his 
Soul, it cannot be true Goſpel Faith. © 
And as a general Faith don't brigg any Love into the Soul, 
ſo it is an utter and irreconcileable Enemy to true Humilicy. 
Indeed, a Man who hath only a general Faith, may hang down 
his Head like a Bulruſh, and be very dejected, as if he had ns 
Peace; (and indeed he could have none were it not for the 
Hardneſs of his Heart:) but this is only that legal Humility, 
which the legal World is in Love with. True Humility is 
loathing our ſelves before God: but we never. loathe ourſelves, 
but when we ſee God paciſied. When a Man ſees God as he is, 
| he always abhorg himſelf : Job 42. 5, 6. but no Man can ſee 
God as he is, unleſs he ſees him to be a God in Chriſt ; i. e. 
a forgiving God, with a Pardon in his Hand for him, and the 
3 No aA oh copcrd 
So far is the common Divinity from being true, viz. That 
tis Humility for Men to queſtion the auour of God to them! 
| (Nay, many draw their Hopes out of their Fears; becauſe 
4 they are ſo humble as to fear they ſball not be forgiven, they 
EE  -/ , Havea ſecret Hope that God will forgive them.) — 
1 ä SLE ee 
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this Humility is highly eſteemed among Men, it is an Abomina+ 
tion to the Lord. T. Per 933 of all this Humi- 
lit y: And he laughs in his Sleeve to ſee Papiſts and Proteſ-. 
tants join together in preaching up his Humility. Tis blaſ-. 
phemous Humility ; it denies the God that is. above; it is foun- 
ded upon a Denial of his Truth and Faithfulneſs. Let a Man 
but believe God to be true, and this Humility will vaniſh 
away like Darkneſs before the Sun: for when a Man believes 
God tobe true, then he believes, that whoſcever will is welcome 
to Pardon; and when he believes that whoſoever will is wel- 
come, he can't xi ſeeing that be. is welcome; and then 
away goes all chis Humility and Satan with it. 
©. - - Slanenth;,, AR: GA AMGENTE ct 
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; If a general F aith is true Faith, then it is a Sin for unconvert- 
ed Perſons to pray; and Miniſters ſhould warn their Hearers, 
never to pretend to pray til they are converted. | 


I know char ſome of the Friends of a general Faith, are 


7 
- 4 , | 


very zealous againſt this Error: but, let them look at home: 
tis certain that none need to hold it, but thoſe who hold a 
general Faith ; and there is a Neceſſity laid upon them: for 
his Faith and that Error, are ſo joined together, that no Man 
auartas eladr... > 7 note mofiiogt ad) oo du hb 
I any one thinks I bear too hard upon his Faith, I, would 
9255 y ſelf byrasking him a few. Queſtions.----In the firſt 
WIRD Tout apk him, Whether an unconverted Man may 
not uſe the Lord's Prayer, and pray God, for Inſtance, to 
4 bit 2 paſſes?, .;Tp this, he muſt ſay, Tes. I would 
e e ee e Faith: Jam, 1.6. 
dads Tim 2: 8. To,this alſo. he muſt, ſay, Ter. I would 
i ask him, Whether asking in Faith, is not believing that 
we receive what we ask for? Mark 11.24. This alſo muſt 


beat ered inthe Affirmative, And from theſe Conceſſions, 


Will follow; as from his own Mouth, that when. an un. 
conyerted: Man prays God to forgive hit Treſpaſſes, he ſhould 
_ have. a particular Faith that God for Chriſt's Sake doth forgive 
his Tie So that he himſelf, by owning the Scriptures 
to be true, bears ſo hard upon, his own Faith, as to make it 
tumble to the Ground. Nor can he poſſibly. bold it up: and 
be /e!f-confiſtent, wirhout telling his Hearers (if a Miniſter) 
that they muſt all wait till they are converted befure they pre- 
ſume to make one Prayer; or, at leaſt, that whatever Prayers 
poor Sinners make, they muſt. ſes to it, that they never pray 
in Faith; which Advice is full 5 enough for the Devil 7 
e 
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ſelf to give; and yet every one may and muſt. give this 
Ai wii would be an Mare Friend to ST Tech, f 
and ſtand by it at all Adventures. I fay he both may, and 
muſt : for letting People pray in Faith, is letting them have 
a particular Faith ; and letting them have a particular Faith, 
is letting them, with his Confent commit Murder upon a ge- 
neral Faith: So that if he is tender of the Life of ir, he muſt 
ſolemnly warn againſt that Sort of praying, which will be che 
Death of bis Faith, and never fails to murder it wherever it 
comes. 85 So 
"Tis poſſible ſome one may think tfrat he can ſave rhe Life 
of a general Faith, and yet permit unconverted Perfons' 70 
pray, and to pray in Faith too. He may infiſt ; “ a Man 
«© may ank in Faith according to the forecited Paffage of St. 
« James, though he hath ns Aſſurance that he ſhall receive 
ce what he asks for; and that tis enough if he doth 'rrot 
«© doubt of God's Power and Goodneſs, but only doubrs whe- 
« ther be is 2 fit Object of God's Mercy. There Can be 
nothing faid but this to keep Life in their Faith : © And if 
there is 10 Virtus in this, it muſt die rhe Death. And realy- 
there is no Virtne in it; it is a miſerable Invention,” à pour 
_ Shift which the Papiſts made Uſe of, near two hundred Veirs 
ago, to keep alive the fam dying nne AraBa 
The 'F2ſuirs Eall'd Rieniffs, ſay in their Expofition' upon 
this Paſſage, to this Effect, That the Proteſtants would prove 
« by this Text, that a Man onght to pray with A/arance, 
&« that he ſhall receive the good Things he pays För. And. 
they would ward off the deadly Blow which St. Jumes ſtrikes 
at a general Faith by this very Shift, viz. by ſaying “ that 
e a Man may ask in Faith, &c. when he don't doubt of God's 
cc Power and Goodneſs, but all his Doubt is in His own Fit- 
«« neſs. The very godly, and very learned Mr. Carrwright's' 
Anſwer to thoſe' Papiſiy then, will do for our Protiſtane nom 
who are engag d in the ſame Cauſe. Fis in Subſtance as foto ws, 
viz. That if Proteſtants do prove by this Text that every ore 
4 ſhould ask with Aſſurance of receiving the godd T ings 
cc they ask for; they do it dy the plain and expreſs Words 
« of Scripture : And that if they don't derem underftandithe' 
« Text right, St. Fames muſt he fuppoſed to ſpeakne Thing 
e nd de mean ee 
And as to our doubting, not of God's Power and Good. 
| nels, but af ber on H dorece ive whar we wk of God; 
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be ſaith, & We ſhould not-doubs of our Rel but that it 
« ſhould be out of al Doubt, that we are utterly tinfit, and 
ce worthy of all thoſe Evils, which' are contrary to the good 
«« Things we ask: And yet that notwithſtanding, we ſhould 

« aſſurediy believe that God will beſtow them upon us, 
ec becauſe he hath promiſed them to us in Chriſt Jeſus. | 

And indeed, whoever believes in bis Heart that Chriſt is 
worthy { which we ſhould all do) ſees that the Dogs are 
jews and cant be ſo + popiſbly humble, as to doubt 
whether be ſhall receive the Mercies he asks for, becauſe 
of his . own. Unworthineſs : For then he will know that 
tis Morthineſs enough: in the Sight of God, to believe that 
worthy is the Lamb that was ain, and that faithful is be 
that hath promiſed ; and he will accordingly | lay hold on 

the Promiſe, and on God . Promiſe, and not let. him 
gu till he bleſſeth him with the good Things he wants, and 
aales for in the Name of Criſt.” This brings to my —_ 

and: pas by ainſt a al Faith, vi... 

$1 Tzuelfth A K & UM E N T. 925 

"Thar it makes Chriſt but a dittle Saviour. Every one who 
hach only a genera! Faith, believes Chriſt to be only a bitte 
Saviour 3 and the Preachers of this new. Goſpel, do in Effect, 
what in them ſies, to make their Hearers believe that Jeſus 
Chtiſt is not a great but a little Saviour. 

I don't ſay that in Words, they affirm Chriſt to 3 A Bit le 
Saviour 3 ghiswould be open Blaſphemy): They may, both 


Mimiſters andotbers, int heir Tult, ſet forth the Ferfections of 


Chriſt, and A — N Jove, alle. Jane: aun 
t the un uttermaſt. } 
But whatever any bf; us may ſay Ader Cirif; every ane 
S him jut ſo much (and no more) as heiregards him in 
ND HHaart. And he chat don t in his Heart I him lone 
992 LV Et G TRI s Jon DIE dN (3 10.3931 
I EA any one thin! s Ian Md calling this Popih, iow, I nut * more 
27 vile per, and it 185 Heatheniſm. JW, ever 45, acquainted with 
* 292 2 ancient pets, Enotus that the Heatbens never e with Courage, but 
agen they Saw themſelves worthy bf tohat they 4 for: When An- 
a urs wild: an front Nu Vayour — ge 4, 81 


| 8 118 En. 2. v. 690, fl. e eee 
e pen Auge all iſe Fe. 
a 1 5 er, e Papiſts, "Fears, Nibo meta aud Pa agans, 
: Hels 25 15 7005 at the Pre Nor, of thim always approach to G 
l lat — cape, and N e but — ogra gr; off 
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ſelf to give; and yet every one may and mu e this 
ar ves would be an hearty "Friend to a 5 
and frond by it at all Adventures. I fay he both may, and 
muſt : for letting People pray in Faith, is letting them have 
a particular Faith ; and letting them have a particular Faith, 
is letting them, with his Conſent commit Murder upon a ge. 
neral Faith: So that if he is tender of the Life of it, he muſt. 
ſolemnly warn againſt that Sort of praying, which will be che 
and never fails to murder it wherever ic 


comes. 

Tis poſſible ſome one may think chat he can fave rhe Life 
of a general Faith, and yet permit unconverted Perfons 77 
pray, and to pray in Faith too.. He may infiſt ; <* a Man 
«© may ak in Faith according to the forecited Paffipe of St. 
„James, though he hath no Afſurance thar he ſhall receive 
cc what he asks for; and that tis enough if he doth not 
« doubt of God's Power and Goodneſs, but only doubrs whe- 
« ther be is a fit Object of God's Mercy. | here can be 
nothing ſaid but this to keep Life in their Faith : And if 
there is no Niytue in this, it muſt die The Death. And Bs | 


this Paſſa 2 to this Effect, pas the weg mf ful Oe 
« by this s Fexr, that a Man onght to Pray es wo 
6 that he ſhall receive the c Thin And 
they would ward off the deadly Blow he 8.5 Ber ſtrikes 
at a general Faith by this very Shift, viz. by ſaying „ that 
% a Man muyask in Faith, &c, when he don t do brof God's 
ce Power and Goodneſs, but all his Doubt is in His own Fit- 
« neſs. The very godly, and very learned Mr. Carrwright's 
Anſwer to thoſe Pap ſts then, will ll Yo for our Proteftimtrnow: 
who are engag di in the ſameCauſe.” Tis in Subſtance asfollows, 
viz. That if Proteſtants do prove by this Text eo = 
* ſhould ask with Affurance of receiving the wer 
« they ask for; they do it by the plaim and expreſs Wor 
« of Scripture : And that if they don't hrrem underſtand the 
« Text Rente St. Fames muſt be fuppoſed to ſpeakkene Thing 


« and to mean ahother.- 


And as to our doubting, not of God's Power and Good. 


ry 
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be daithy 4 We ſhould not doubt of our Funeſs, but that. it 
„ ſhould be out f all Doubt, that we are utterly unfit, and 
c“ worthy of all thoſe Evils, which are contrary to the good 
« Things we ask: And yet that notwithſtanding, we ſhould 
4 afſuredly believe that God will beſtow them upon us, 
ec becauſe he hath promiſed them to us in Chriſt Jeſus. | 

And indeed, whoever believes in bis Heart that Chriſt is 
worthy {which we ſhould all do) ſees that the Dogs are 

pers th and cant be ſo + popiſbly humble, as to doubt 
whether be ſhall receive the Mercies bs asks for, becauſe 
of his . own. Unworthineſs : For then he will know that 
is /orthineſs enough: in the Sight of God, .to believe that 
worthy 1s the Lamb that was ſlain, and that faithful is be 
_ that' hath promiſed ; and he will accordingly lay hold on 
the: Promiſe, and on God b a Promiſe, and not let. him 

gu till he bleſſeth him with good Things he wants, and 
205 for in the Name of Cbriſt. This brings to my Mind 
Pere err againſt a general Faith, viz. 

41 Tarif A R U ME N T. 

That it makes — litt le Saviour. — one who 
hach oni) a ger! Faith, believes Chriſt to be only: a little 
Saviour: and the Preachers of this new Goſpel, do in Effect, 
what in them dies, to make their Hearers believe that Jaſus 
Chriſt is not a great but a little Saviour. 

I don't ſay that in Words, they affirm Chriſt to be. g Bet le 
Saviour 3 qhiscwould be open Blaſphemy: They may, both 
Mimiſters rand others, int heir Talk, ſer . tbe Ferfections of 
Chriſt, and declare n W 0 #0 ſave, able fave. eu 
10 the ery uttermaſt. ; 

But whatever any of us may fay Abt Giri; every one 
regards him jut ſo much (and no more) as heregards him in 
His Heart. +Afd he, that don't in his Ae dene him ohe 
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his: Saviour, let him ſay wh he will, don't believe him to 
be a great Saviour; and conſequently the Miniſters urhe tell 
poor Sinners that they muſt not believe Chriſt to be their Sa- 
viour in particular, do, in Effect, tell them they muſt not be- 
lieve Chriſt to be a great, but only a little Saviour. But it 
will be ſaid, it is no Conſequence, that if a Man don't be- 
lie ve Chriſt to be his Saviour, he don't believe him to be a 
reat Saviour.---I reply; a Man can't ſee Chriſt to be a great 
en without ſeeing him to be a Saviour great enough 
to ſave him: He therefore that never faw Chriſt to be his 
Saviour, never yet ſaw him to be a great Saviour. Here it 
will be ſaid ; Every one who ſees Chriſt to be a great Sa- 
viour, ſees him to be a Saviour great enough to ſave him, if 
he was but qualified to be ſav'd by this great Saviour. If he 
was qualified! Away with theſe legal ifs to Rome! When 
a Man ſees Chriſt to be a great Saviour, the Wall of Parti- 
tions broken down, and he ſees Chriſt to be bis Saviour, bad 
as he is, without one if in the Way. Tis Qualification en- 
ough to ſee Chriſt qualified * When therefore he ſees Chri 
qualified he can't help ſeeing bimſelf qualified. How is it poſſi- 
ble that any one ſhould by Faith realize that Chriſt is quali- 
fied to ſave the Chief of Sinners, in all their Blood and Nis, 
as black as Hell with Sin and Luſt and Unbelief, and yet have 
any Scruple, whether be is qualified to be ſavd by fuch a 
Sg? 7 £571 103-216. 0:49 Tet 3'n 

Tis the greateſt Abſurdity in the World to ſuppoſe this: 

And if it is an Abſurdity 3 then it 1s 'plain, that all I have 
faid againſt à general Faith in this Argument, is ſound Speech 
that cannot be condemned; viz. That it makes Chriſt to be a 
little Saviour; that thoſe who have only a general Faith, ne- 
ver yet ſaw him to be a great Saviour; and that the Preach- 
ers of this new Goſpel teach People only, in Effect, that they 
muſt believe Chriſt to be a little, and not a great Saviour. 
1 -Thirzeenth ARGUMENT: 

Another Argument againſt. this' general Faith is, That it is 
an Enemy, i. e. it makes Men Enemies to that-glorious and 
Soul-raviſhing-DoEtrine of Aſurance, of which we read /o 
much in the Scriptures of Truth; =o 
Time would fail to enumerate all thoſe Paſſages which ei- 

ther aſſert, or elſe plainly ſuppoſe, the Aſſurance of Faith to 
be what Believers commonly attain to. Very many to. this 
Purpoſe may be ſeen in St. John's I. Epiſtle : Nay, St. Peter 


in his J. Epiſt. T. Chap. Ver. x, f. takes it For granted, that 
all the Bellie vers who wete"ſcarcered throughout Pontus, Ga- 
latia, Cappadocia, Afta and Bythinia, knew ſomething of 4/- 
ſurance by their own Ex Derlence.. For which Reaſon, I have 
often thought with my ſelf, what dreadful Antinomians Peter 
and John, and other Apoſtles would be tooked upon were they 
to live at this Day; and how faſt moſt Pulpic-doors in Town 
and Country would be ſhut againſt them! For the General:- 
ty of Miniſters are ſo far from being of the ſame Mind with 
then, that they don't ſeem to think chat ſcarce one in a thou- 
ſand ever arrives to Aſſiirance ;* when they ſpeak of it, they 
run it down as a Thing that People are better without than 
with. Tis repreſented by them as' a Thing chat would make 
Perſons lazy and proud; f Nay, one of Note declared it to 
be ſo dangerous a Thing, that he ſaid “ an aſſured Believer, 
would be in great Danger of murdering himſelf, that he 
„might go to Heaven the ſoon er. 
Now, to what can it beowing cha the Apoſtiesandtheſc 
Miniſters agree no better in the Article of Afurance? The 
Root of Bitterneſs is the -above-mention'd' dart and general 
Faith: Take away that and the Contention ceaſes Whereas 
that being held faſt there. can be. no_ Reconciliatin. Nay, I 
have. ſometimes. wonder d how it comes to paſs, that the 
Men of this Device, agree with the Apoſtles as far as they 
do, in owning Aſſurance to be ſo much as a poſſible Attain- 
ment: For even this is more than their Principle will admit 
of. Let us make the Trial: Suppoſe ſome one hath actual 
ly attain'd to Aſſurance ;: I would ask, Ho did he come by it? 
Now, if the Faith by which he was juſtified, was, as they 
ſay, only a Belief of Feſus Chriſt's being a ſufficient Saviour 
for Sinners in general; every one may ſee that this Faith, 
though ſtrain'd to the higheſt Pitch,"will not come up to ¶ u- 
rance. For there can n the Superlative, of which 
there was not ſomething in the; ier. If cherefore there 
was no Aurance in the paſitive Degree, tis impoſſible there 
ſhould be any in the Superlative. Since therefore the Man's 
Faith (let him be never fo ſtrong in the Faith) don't help him 
at all to Aſſurance, it follows that his Aſſurance if he hath any, 
can be only the Aſurance of \H/orks. Now that there can 
be no ſuch Thing as the Aſſurance of Works, or Aſſurance ri- 
ſing only from the Obſeryation of our good Frames, 1 | 
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1 The Pope /aith Men could not be humble, if they bad Aſſunce, 


0309 
good Duties is evi en engugh from this ſingle Conſidera- 
tion, viz. "That ve cliever, knows how unlike a Child of 
God he is ſomerimes : And if he asks himſelf whether he 
who is ſometimes like a Child of God, and oftentimes unlike one, 
be really a true Child of God, or elſe only a reformed; Hy- 
ocrite , the moſt he can arrive to this Way will be.a Pro- 
10 bility that His State may. be good. This T hing muſt neęds 
be ſo: And if it is fo, then it will follow, that though a 
Man hath never ſo much of their Faith, and withal abounds 
in good Works, he can't hereby come to any Aſurance: 
And if Faith and Works en will not bring Aſuurance, 
1 know not what will ; en mult. live and dle without it. 
The ſmall. Agreement therefore which there is between theſe 
Men and tlie Apoſtles, is 100 much for their Principles to bear: 
ro be conſiſtent with themſelves, they muſt deny even the 


Poſſibility of Aſſurance. Ihe f Pepilts have Sone this Wehe : 


Dr. PERKINS (in his Treatiſe of N ' faith, rn 7 bat = op ion 

Tx < bettocen the Papiſts and Proteſtants 25, 2 4 Man in ibis Li gere, 

les * or dinandly, evithout Revelation, be infullibly certain of hit own Satoation? 

* — We, ſaith he, bold this 2 pp and, reident 1 ruth, but the Papiſts 

4e Zeny it. wholly.” Hear wha np Ie fad, ſhit Be, many 

5 e, rds to Adee that Chr * 700 ure himſelf chat Nx is ee 
. if God tht we miny learn ro 1 22 7 — e Dercſiſe pi. 

114 niok of theevholt Kitigtor-0 hich dug ht thut = Min ought tobe 

off uncertaiu, and 0 Bard in Doubt: of 'the uur Lf God-townrils Him 

„Again: it was not only anextreami Madneſs; but an'horrible impiety that 

' "ue the Monks did fo earneſtly entice. the Youth, both; Man. and WH; omen Le their. 

„ Mondfterits, ail to thrir Holy Orders, (25 they ca/led;them) ds to a moſt. 

5 rertais State 3 d yer when "they had Hine, 75 Ball then * 
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25 he Pope e-robole . 1 tothe Qbtdiente of th hay Chareh - 
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« 'Y;ghoation ;" and yet after de bad Broug Be them under the Obedience of his. 
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* getz in the Hope thereof 55 e Annot. Agaii 
"Fhey jay, '* This Certainty Salvation \waintaind by 2 Horrricls, 1 
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They werer2/alved to follow their general Faith as far as it would 
carry them; and ſince it led them to contradi'the Apoſtles 
emirely, and to deny all "genuine "Aſſurance, they have done 
it with great Boldneſs. Nor, can 1 ſee how theſe Calviniſts, 
(for Caluiniſts hey, ee called, though againſt Calvin-in 
the main Point of a juſtifying Faith,” as well as in other, 
important. ob NH may be Mewn in the Sequel) can 
rationally. ſtop till they come to che ſame Concluſion. 
Is not tbiſ therefore enough to ſpoil the Credit of a ge- 
neral Faith (if only Barna be faid againſt ir) chat it con- 
ſtrains Men, by neceſſary Conſequence' ro deny che Dbctrine 
of Aſſutance, which the Bible, is every where beſpangled 
with ? Aud, is it nat clear from hence, chat ue Faich is 
of a particular Nature, whereby Ren one believes Chriſt to 
be oy en and bath. juſt 0 m0 I Affurance as he hath 
ait n 55 oy i a | . 5 f e 28 5 TL. 1 
Nor, doth this Account of juſtifying Faith at all derogate 
from the Honour which the Seriꝑtures put upon good Works, 
in making them evidential of a Man's good Eſtate, Indeed 
when a poor Sinner believes to Salvation, he looks upon God 
in Chriſt to be bis krieng (accordin 2 Word) without 
ſeeing any, god Thing in Himfelf ? for before Faith there 
can be none: But a; Man can never determine that he hatb 
believ d, and is pad from Death to Life, without ſeeing the 
 Freits of Faith in himfelf; becauſe if any Man is in Chriſt 
Jeſus, be is a nem Creature... 2 Cor. J. 17, Obſerving this 
Change in-our ſelves, is what tile Apoſtie, in Rom. F. 16, 
calls the Nimeſs of our own Spirits; atld gur looking upon 
God in Chriſt, to be our Friead, which we are enabled ro by 
his Spirit, is in the fame Verſe, called the Wirnefs of bis 
Spirit: So that in Order to out being 1 our 
Sate is good, there muſt be two. Witneſſes, and God mult be 


5 


ang of them: By hi e wining oth guy Spirits, that we 


ane his Childnen,, we can be ſure, but no other Fay. And this 
Aſſurance, is what I ſuppoſe all the Children of God expe- 
rienee more, or leſs of :.. Beſides the Alteration they ſee in 
themſelves, and all rational Arguments they can bring to 
prove their Adoption, God ſometimes more eſpecially, ſbiner 
into their Hearts, by the N50 80 Adoption; they fee God 
ae tag pdt 85 and Bea Wer 9 as them, 
„Daughter, be of good Cheer, your Sins are forgiven you, 
L haye loved you with an everlaſting Lovingkinaneſs ; I will 


never. 
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never leave you, 
who are. 220 
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ed : But as to there being two Sorts of unfeigned Faith, eſſen- 
tially different, as they — 5 be, if the one 2 AQ murance in 
it, and the other hath no Degree of Aſſurance: This, I ſay 
looks like Man's Invention to ſupport a Cauſe ; and if other- 
wiſe their Cauſe muſt drop, they ought rather to let it drop, 
than to ſhore it up by any Divinity not found in the Bible. 

___Aureenth ARGUMENT. 

A general Faith is an Enemy to true Repentance. That 
true Faith always produceth true Repentance, will be grant- 
ed by all. Now true Repentance is Men's returning to God, 
as their God. Jer. 3. 22. Behold we come unto thee for thou art 
the Lord oux Gop. And if this is true Repentance, a ge- 
neral Faith cannot be true Faith, for it will never produce this 
Repentance ; becauſe when a Man hath only a general Faith, 
he never ſees God to be HIS GOD. | 

What will a Generaliſt ſay here? He can't deny this to 
be true Repentance ; and by owning this to be true Repen- 
tance, he doth really own his Faith to be falſe Faith. To 
fave it, he mult be forced to create a new Thing f; He muſt 
ſay there are two Sorts of true Repentance ; and that tho” 
« a Man truly repents when he ſees God to be his God, yet 
« he may repent truly without any ſuch Diſcovery, and always 
« doth ſo at firſt. | 4 SAS: 

My Bible don't teach me this Divinity; it aſſerts, there 
is a Repentance unto Life, and ſuppoſeth there is a Repentance 
not unto Life: But as to there being two Sorts of Repentance 
unto Life, eſſentially different, as they muſt be, if the one is 
produced by a Man's ſeeing God to be his God, and the, 
other without any. ſuch. Diſcovery : This Divinity, I ſay, is 
what I never could find in my Bible; nor could they find 
it in theirs were it not that they want it, and can't poſſibly do 

But if they will inſiſt upon it that it is in their Bibles: I 
would ask them what becomes of their Calviniſi all the while? 
Calvins Bible was the ſame with mine: He never was quick- 
ſighted. enough to find any ſuch Repentance in bis Bible : 
On the contrary, he ſaith boldly, that a Man cannot 


+ A general Faith puts Men upon inventing new Articles in Religion, 4 
new Faith, a new Repentance, and indeed a new Bible, no more agreeable 
te the Word of God than the Aleoran of Mahomet. 43 : 
See here Calviniſts againſt Calvin in the Doctrine of Repentance, as well 
4 in the Dofrine of Faith ! Inſtitut. Book 3. Ch. 3. $. 1, 2. 1 
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cc earneſtly apply himſelf to Repentance, unleſs he knows hin. 
cc ſelf to be of God.” And hereby alſo they overthrow that 
ſeripturalDiſtinction of Repentanee into that which is legal and 


that which is evangelical, which in Vords they are ſo zealous for. 


If, as they ſay (and are fore d to ſay, or elſe to let a general Faith 
Breath its laſt) a Man may repent evangelically without being ed 
to it by the Goodneſs of God to bim, or, which is the ſame Thing, 
without ſeeing God to be his Gd; I would fain know of 
them what 1s legal, and wherein lies the ¶ential Difference 
between legal and evangelical Repentance. 

Thoſe I have diſcours'd with, make-no tolerable Anſwer 


to the Queſtion.----The Task muſt needs be 'hard : For 


they firſt, in Effect, ſay there is no ſuch Thing, and then 
undertake to account for the Exiſtence of it upon that Principle. 
| Fifteenth ARGUMENT. 

A general Faith makes a Man an Oppoſer of the Power 
of Godlineſs and experimental Religion in the Place where ke 
lives, and as far as he hath any Influence. | 

If a Man preacheth this Faith, his People are likely to re- 
main eaſy and unmov'd; for'almoſt every one hath gotten 
this Faith; Or however it appears ſo eaſy a Thing to get 
it, that no one is likely to be much concern'd about it. 

Or, if People ſhould by any Means be under ſtrong Con- 
victions; let them but believe what the Miniſter preaches 
to be true, and their Convictions will foon die away 

For, when a Man is under ſtrong Convictions, he don't 
doubt but Chriſt is a general Saviour: what he wants is, to 
ſee Chriſt to be his Saviour: And if the Miniſter ean per- 
ſwade him there is no Need of this, the Man grows eaſy and 
hath Peace, though God hath no Peace fer him. 

Or, if any of a Miniſter's Hearers ſhould-get a particular 
and aſſured Faith, notwithſtanding all the Warnings they 
had heard againſt it; If in the Midſt of their Diſtreſs and 
Deſpair of helping themſelves, the All-ſufficiency of Jeſus 
Chriſt ſhould be diſcover'd'to- them by the Spirit of God, 
making them cry out, at leaſt in their Hearts, / Lord, and 
my God !' the Miniſter muſt tell them (and others too) that 
they are deluded. And accordingly, it is obſervable, that in 
a late Declaration of Miniſters, ſuch Converts' are fuppoſed 
to be deluded ; they give Thanks only for the Converſions 


of thoſe who had no ſuch: particular Faith, i. e. in my real 


udgment; «only for the Converſions of tboſe udo never were 
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PART II. 


Containing g an Anſwer to Mr. Giles W 8 
eight Arguments againſt the preſent Truth, 
in n his Real Criſtian, Pag. 1 86, &c. 


Mr. Firmin' 8 I ARGUMENT. 
(c HA is not the Effence of ſavin ng Faith, which Goſ- 
1 „ pel-Miniſters cannot preſs all Men to, but they 
e muſt. preſs moſt to believe a Lie. 
« But to preſs all Men to a particular Perſuaſion, or Aſſu- 
france, that Chriſt is theirs, Forgiveneſs theirs, is to preſs 


„ moſt Men to believe a Lie. 
Ergo, < Particular Perſuaſion, or Aſſurance, that Chriſt is 


4 . Fargi veneſs 1 1 is not the Eſſence of ſaving Faith. 


This is What leads the Fan in Mr. Firmin's invincible Ar. 
mada, and in which thoſe who are likeminded ſeem moſt to 
lory: but to glory in this, is to glor 2 a Thing of nought ; 
or it only confutes an Opinion which we hold not, but ab- 
hor, viz. that all Men ſhould, be 11 to believe Chriſt 
and For iveneſs are theirs, i. e. in Poſſeſſion. What ue hold 
is that all Men ſhould be 175 ta believe that Chriſt, and For- 
giveneſs are theirs, not in Poſſeſſion t, but in Right or Grant 


only: Theſe two Propoſitions are entialh different; and 


5 „Is this Way, the learned WENDBLIN evades, the Force of the fame Sort. 
"2f Popiſh Objection which Mr. FixuN here brings 484 »/t 4 particular 
Aud Proteſtant Fah. 22 the Popiſh Ob joctibn abus; Juſtify ing 

Faith muſt go before Juſt tion: but the Faith of ſpecial\Mercy; doth: 
WW ny Juſtification ; if it did it were falſe ;, for a5. that, Rate. 4 

2 ould believe that his Sins are for; Iven, end by kf Fa are 88 

given; ; ſince they are not forgiven but N as ore' the 

Faith of ſpecial Mercy is not juſtifying! 


y — Faitb 
N fperial' Merry, as it gueth rag Pl. Hs £9 reh e 
that his Sins are forgiven him already, before the Ad f Belig%4 7's 25 


zoould be Antinomianiſm) ut that he [all ene 5 0, 
IN THE VERY ACT of 1 by bis 1 vin CTY, 
given * * Tecvives Forgiveneſ+. ' 
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tis the not attending to this fal Diſtinction, which gives 
Mr. Firmin's Argument all the Credit it hath in the World. 

To preſs all Men to believe that Chriſt and Forgiveneſs 
are theirs, i. e. in Right and by God's Grant, is ſo far from 
preſſing them to believe a Lie, that it is preſſing them to be- 
lieve a great Goſpel-Truth, or rather the Truth of the Goſpel. 
For, What ſaith the Scripture ? Why, that God ſent his Son to 
be the Saviour of the World; (Joh. 4. 14.) that he gave him 
for a Covenant of the People, and for a Light to the Gentiles ; 
(Ifa. 42.6.) that whoſoever will may come, and take of the Waters 
of Life freely, (Rev.22.17.) Nay, Chriſt ſaith, Look unto me, 
and be ye ſaved all the Ends of the Earth, Iſai. 45.22. 

Now all theſe and ſuch like Declarations ſhew us that 
Chriſt is by Office, whatever he is in the Event, the Saviour of 
every Man: that one Man hath as much Right as another to 
lay Bold on eternal Life, and that all Men are warranted and 
commanded ſo to do in the Word of God. The Matter may 
be illuſtrated in the following Manner. ---- Suppoſe a King, 
in Conſideration of his Son's Mediation in behalf of certain 
condemned Traitors, obliges himſelf to beſtow his Pardon 
and Favour upon thoſe who will come to him, and receive 
ſuch Kindneſs at his Hands, ---- Have not all thoſe Traitors 
a Right, and one juſt as good a Right as another to the King's 
Pardon and Favour? And would it be abſurd in any one to 
preſs them to believe they had ſuch a Right, and to make 
uſe of it? And if any ſtood ont, while it was too late and miſs d 
of it, would not their Blood be upon their own Heads? moſt cer- 
tainly. © Te will not come unto me that ye might have Life, ſaith 
our Saviour, John 5. 40. i. e. Eternal Life is yours, by God's 
Grant, but ye will not accept of it, and ſo muſt periſh ! 

Tho' there is a ſecret Decree of God, yet this Matter ſhould 
be conſider d abſtraly, as if there were none at all: I mean, 
we ſhould not iimit God's Grant by any Decree. Accordingly 
it is obſervable, that tho' the Apoſtle fully believed the De- 
crees of God, yet they preached Chriſtand Salvation by him 
as freely as if they knew every one of their Hearers to be e- 
lefted, . Thus have Ifairly. diſmiſs d this Argument by ſhew- 
ing that itconfutes-not what we maintain, but only what we 
% Mon 
Howe ver, if the Objecters are not quite weaned from it, 
I would mention one thing more which will ſpoil it forever 
for their Uſe; and that is, it concludes as ſtrongly againſt her 


- 


Faith 
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is . 
Faith as it doth againſt ours : Nay, it concludes againſt all 


Faith but the Faith of Devils and thoſe who are in Deſpair, 
whoſe Faith 1s that Jeſus Chriſt is really the Saviour of Sinners, 
but they have no Lot nor Inheritance in him. I ſay this Dreadful 
Faith, is what alone can ſtand the Force of this Argument : for, 


as we preſs all Men to a particular Faith that Chriſt and his Be- 


nefits are theirs, they preſs all Men to a general Belief of the 
ſame Thing: Neither we nor they are free from preſſing 
them to expect ſome Benefit by Chriſt, whereas moſt Men 
not being elected will receive no Benefit by him: So that 
even they themſelves, by their own Argument, preſs moſt - 


Men to believe a Lie. 
Mr. Firmin's II. ARGUMENT. 


ed by them. They make a general Perſuaſion of For- 
giveneſs of Sins thro' Chriſt, to be of the Eſſence of ſaving 
Faith, juſt as much as we do a particular Perſuaſion ;5- and 
therefore if we are hereby guilty of making the Effence of ſa- 
ving Faith to lie, or ſubſiſt only in an Af of the Underſtand- 
ing, they themſelves are verily guilty in this Matter. 

If they fay in their Defence, that tho' they make a general 
Perſuaſion of Forgiveneſs of Sins thro' Chriſt to be of the 
Eſſence of faving Faith, they don't mean that this is all that 
is eſJential to it, it being eſſential to true Faith to purify the 
Heart, and reform the Life: This is the very ſame Thing we 
have to ſay in our Defence; ſo that the ſame ſort of Rea- 
ſoning which will clear them from the Force of their own 
Argument, will clear us too. 080 eee | 
The Truth is, Mr. Firmin's ſecond Argument, (like his 


firſt) is a meer Sophiſm; it confutes only this Opinion, viz. 


That all that is eſſential to ſaving Faith is to believe Chriſt and 
005 | Forgiveneſs 
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Forgiveneſs to be ours. But did Mr. Shepard, Mr. Perkins, 
and other holy Men he is diſputing againſt, maintain this 
Thoſe Divines would have owned this a Damnable Error, 
inſtead of ſaying one. Word for it. *Tis one Thing to ſay 


that tis eſſential to ſaving Faith for a Man to believe Chriſt 
and Forgiveneſs to be his; Another to ſay that this is all that is 


Lenne to ſaving Faith: Tho' the Propoſitions don't differ 
0 


much in Sound, they differ in Senſe, as far as the Eaſt 


is from the Weſt : And had Mr. Firmin obſerved this, he 
would never have troubled himſelf to have written downs: 


his ſecond Argument. ä 
Mr. Firmin's III. ARGUMENT. 
& That which is not croſs to the corrupt Heart of Man; nor 
doth directly empty a Man of himſelf, that cannot be the Eſſence 
of ſaving Faith. 1 
But the particular Perſwaſion that Chriſt is mine, the A(ſurance 
my Sins are forgiven, is not croſs to the corrupt Heart of Man, 


nor doth directly empty a Man of himſelf. Ergo, the particular 


Perſwaſion and A[ſurance that Chriſt is mine, is not the Eſſence 
of ſaving Faith.” | 2 
What did Mr. Firmin mean by this Argument? His 


minor Propoſition, the Support of all, is ſo far from being 


true, that the contrary Propoſition is an infallible Truth, viz. 
That the only Reaſon why all that have heard the joyful 


Sound, don't believe aſſuredly that Chriſt and Forgiveneſs 


are theirs, 1s becauſe this is contrary to their corrupt Hearts, 
and they are not emptied of themſelves. God gives Chriſt, 
and all his Benefits to every Sinner, to whom the Goſpel 
comes, for nothing at all ; he juſtifies the Ungodly ; the very 
Chief of Sinners are welcome to the Waters of Life: Why 
then don't they believe Chriſt and his Benefits are really theirs, 
according to God's Grant made to them ? This muſt be re- 
ſolved into their Carnality and Selfiſbnęeſs; or, as Mr. Firmin 


expreſſeth it, the evil Self, and good Self which reign in them. 


Were it not for theſe all Chriſtendom would fly to Chriſt in 


A Moment, in the twinkling of an Eye, with a MY LORD 
AND. MY GOD: But alas! far the greater Part are carnal, 


and ſold under Sin; they are whole, and don't need the Phy- 


fician 5 let who will take Chriſt: and his Benefits for them; 


eſpecially ſinee one main Benefit is to ſave People from 
thoſe very Sins they are reſolved not to part with _ 
And as for thoſe who are pricked at the Heart, and e 
-N I 4p ai 


CaS-F: 

what they ſhall do to be ſaved ; they ſtumble at this Stumbling- 
Stone, that Salvation ſhould be quite free, that Chriſt and his 
Benefits ſhould be theirs without any Money, and without any 
Price. The Law being written on our Hearts, we naturally 
think this is good Divinity that God will not clear the Guilty, 
nor juſtify any but the Godly : (here is the Foundation of 
Arminianiſm!) Wherefore when ſuch Perſons are told from 
the Word of God, that he doth clear the Guilty for the Sake 
of another only, and that thoſe who now are Ungodly, may 
be received immediately into God's everlaſting Embraces ; it 
ſeems to them a Thing incredible, and they make God a Liar 
by not believing the Report: Nor, can they believe this Pa- 
radox to be a real Truth, any more than they can believe that 
two and two make five, till God by his Spirit ſhews them 
= their own Righteouſneſs, is but as filthy Rags in his 
Sight. : | 

, A being convinc'd of this, the Scales fall from their 
Eyes, the glorious Goſpel ſhines into their Souls, and they ſee 
the Truth of ſuch Declarations of free Grace, and conſe- 
quently, that though they are /o bad, Chriſt is nevertheleſs 
theirs, and Forgiveneſs theirs. I ſay, Conſequently : For tis 
impoſſible any one ſhould receive the free Declarations of 
the Goſpel as the Word of God, and yet be in the Dark about 
his oon Soul: For he that believes the Chief of Sinners are 
welcome, can't help ſeeing that he is welcome : He that hear- 
tily believes God juſtifieth the Ungodly, can't queſtion: God's 
Favour to him though ungodly : In a Word, Sin being the 
only Thing which makes any jealous of the Love of God; 
when they ſee this Wall of Partition broken down, ſo that Sin 
is no Impediment at all, but Sinners are in as good a Caſe as 
if they had never ſin'd, having ſuch an High Prieſt ; I ſay, 
when Men ſee this (and they always ſee this, only when the 
| Goſpel is hid from them) they can't be jealous of the Love 
of God towards them. ea, 
This, I think is fair, evangelical Reaſoning : And if it is, 
then Mr. Firmin's third Argument may be made Uſe of to 
eſtabliſh that very Faith, which he intended to overthrow 
by it: And we may conclude it to be true, ſaving Faith, 
becauſe it is ſo contrary to Carnality and Self-Righteouſneſs, 
that it can't be, where theſe prevail, and can't but be, where 
theſe are ſubdu'd. | e * 


K 


Mr. — IV. AR UMENT. 
& This is not the Eſſence of ſaving Faith, which is not found 
in all ſound Believers. 5 
But the particular Per ſuaſion or Aſſurance, that Chriſt is mine, 
is not found in all Believers ; 6 
Ergo, It is not the Eſſence of ſaving Faith. 


Mr. Firmin proves nothing by this Argument, becauſe he 


doth not prove his minor Propoſition. Indeed, 'tis incapable 
of Proof, unleſs Men had, (which they have not) an infalli- 
ble Knowledge of the Hearts of others. 3 185 

As to the Caſe of Infants, which he mentions; any one 
may ſee that they may as eaſily be ſuppoſed to have a par- 
ticular Faith in Chriſt as a general one: So that this Objec- 
tion is no ſtronger againſt our Faith, than it is againſt his. 
And as to adult Perſons ; tho' there be but few, that have 
a particular and aſſured Faith, that Chriſt is their Saviour; 
we know there are but few that ſhall be ſaved. However, 
there 1s no Doubt but there are thouſands and thouſands of 
Perſons, who, tho' they have not a full and unſbaken Aſi p 
rance, do yet more weakly and interruptedly, believe Chriſt to 
be their Saviour, and that all his Benefits belong to them. 
Theſe laſt are true Behevers : and whether there. are any 
true Believers, who are quite Strangers to Fans Al]Jurance, is 
the Matter in Diſpute; Mr. Firmin ſuppoſes there are ſome 
ſuch ; I ſuppoſe there are none: one Suppoſition is juſt as 
good as another; ſo that this fourth Argument is good for 
nothing at all. . 

| Mr. Firmin's V. ARGUMENT. 

% That cannot be the Eſſence of ſaving Faith, which muſt 
have another Aft of ſaving Faith to antecede it, before it can exiſt. 

But this particular Perſuaſion, or Aſſurance that Chriſt is mine, 
muſt have another At of ſaving Faith to antecede it before it can 
exiſt. Ergo, It is not the Eſſence of ſaving Faith. 

Here Mr. Firmin confutes the Faith of them he is diſput- 
ing againſt, only by taking it for granted that there is no ſuch 


Thing : An eaſy Way of confuting any thing whatſoever ! 


Any one who can ſee the Force of an Argument, will think 
enough has been ſaid upon this. 1 
MI. Firmin's VI. ARGUMENT. 
„ That cannot be the Eſſence of ſaving Faith, which is not 
always conſtant and abiding ſo long as a Man is a Believer. 
But the particular Perſuaſion and Aſſurance that Chriſt is mine, 


15 


4 


__ 


Ergo, It is nos the Eſſence of ſaving Faith.” 3 
f Mr. Firmin meant that cannot be the Eſſence ot 
ſaving Faith, which is not always conſtant. and abiding ſo 
long as a Man is a Believer, at leaſt, in Habit; his major 
Propoſition is an undoubted 1 8 ws To ſuppoſe orberwiſe, 
would be to ſuppoſe a' Man might be a true Believer, and 
an Unbeliever too at the ſame Fon - But then, what will 
become of his minor? viz, That the particular Perſwaſion 
and Aſſurance that Chriſt is mine, is not always abiding. ſo. much 
as in Habit as lon 1 0 Jam a Believer... or a Ceſſation of 
Ack will by no Means prove there is 10. Habit remaining. 
The Men with whom I have to do, will grant that a 
Man ma be ſaid to have been a true Lov r. I God for 
many V together, tho' a en, of his Time God 
was not in his houghts, and ugh did 1 7 of him, he 
gn look'd upon, and FUR ar's Him 25 an Enemy; be- 
cauſe all that Time, there was the Habit of Love which 
would have been drawn forth into delightful Acts, had the 
Lets and Hindrances been taken away. I ſay thoſe. who, 
are for a. general Faith, and. And th are any Thing IF Cal. 
viniſts will grant this Fig 17 in Effect, 10 grand 
there may be the Habit of A rance in a Man, t 5 tho: .by, 
Reaſon of Lets and Hindrances fn 17 at the ſh, 
and the Devil, this Habit, 10 e en forth 
Yr 
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deny it, they join with the n ul Int 

the Bohr of Segen ; ong : 
Mr. Firmin's VII. ARGUMENT. 


ce That' cannot be the Eſſence of ſaving Faith, "hich +; 
not pure Faith, but at beſt a mixed Af of Faith and Senſe 
But the particular Perſwaſion and Aſſurance that riſt i is mine, 
ts not pure Faith, but 4 mixed Ad of Faith and Senfe. Ergo, it 
is not the EſJence of ſaving Faith.” 

This is one of Mr. Firmin's, hoſt. plaibble Arguments, 
The major Propoſition is moft. certainty true: *Tis all 
one with ſaying nothing can he Faith which is not Laith. "he 
minor iſo is true in a Senſe ; 0 that there 4s 2 ſee- 
mingly fair Concluſion ban Re a Fay Yoml Faith, and yet 
really no Conclafion at all. Force of it is all put 
by, by diſtingtiſhinę Ely eh 75 Nita which is # fidacial, 
and that which 1s Fdential.” Hiducial once I is my truſt· 
ing in Chriſt at mins; ' tuidentiar”, urance is my ſeeing 
that I Habe Hultel in him. This latter 3 is not 
pure Faith, but a mix d 7 Faith and Senſe: And if 
we, had held this to be fu Faith, we muſt have been 
ſptechieſs ; * our | aith b 1 been fair], diſputed out 
of the World but ſince We. 40 t hold this (nor, doth any 
gu 8 * 41775 RR. Vurpole. 
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their o Righteouſneſs to lean upon. Nor do we. fear 
their ſinking, ſince the 
Chriſt, into which if 


y will only ink into the Arms of 
ey are kept from ſinking by fuch 
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| be .und 
to be fair Reaſaning: And is plain that 
all the Support which any have without ſeeing Chriſt to 
be their Saviour, and Forgiveneſs theirs, is only a Support 
of their own Righteouſneſs ; and. conſequently that this 
Argument of Mr. Firmin's alſo, eſtabliſhes.the Faith he in- 
tended to deſtroy by it; and we may conelude it to 
be true Faith, becauſe it doth not, like theirs,” ſpeak any 
Comfort to Men while they lean upon their own Righteouſneſs. 
Before I diſmiſs. this Argument, I would obſerve that 
tis calculated; as much againſt Calvin, as if Mr. Firmin 
had had Calvin in his Eye, and intended a Confutation of 
him. Calvin ſaith, that the Conſeiences of the faithful 
«* hen the ¶ iance of their Juſtification before God is to 
4 be ſought, ſhould: raiſe themſelves above the Law, and 
« farget the whole Righteouſneſs of the Law, and lay 
« aſide: all thinking upon Works. x But this Divinity - 
Mr. Hrnin in this Argument, and what he ſaith n it,. 
makes to be Hereſy: He would have diſtreſſed Souls 
keep cloſe to the Law, and not forget the Righteouſneſs of 
it: Ne would have others comfort them with Marks and 
Signs (by which Means they are often comforted into Hell) 
though the poor Souls don't ſee that Jeſus Chriſt is their 
Saviour, and that all his Benefits belang. to tbem. And 
yer Mr. Firmin was a Calviniſt! Nay, the Generality fo. 
, + Inſt. Pag. 403. 
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Calviniſts at this Day (as well dar the Arminians) are of 
one” Heart and Soul wich him in this Matter I call them 
calvin, (though at beſt, they are no more than Semi- 
Calviniſts who are againſt Calvin in ſo many great Article 
of Religion) becauſe they voi not part with the Nam 
Would to God they lov'd the Thing, as well as they do the 
Name ! This would make happy Times for New-England. 
Thus have we fairly try'd a general Faith at the Bar 
of Seripturè and Reaſon, having examin'd many Evidences 


for it, and againſt it; and upon the whole, it appears, 


chat ir is ſo fat from juſtifying, chat cis only Chriſt-deſpi. 
n and Soul- condemning Faith; for which 
Reafon it ought itſelf to be condemned, and ſentenced to die 


te Dent h. And would to God that the Sentence might 


dy be executed! O that Believers would join their 
Forces together, and pray it to Death : May we all with 
ene Heart, and one Soul, beſiege the Throne of Grace, 
and give God 10. Reſt, till he deſtroys it out of the World, 
bythe Breath f bis - Mouth, and the Brigbtneſr of his Appearing. 
e 2ts'7 >The :©:0:N! Ci EU ST.. 
The Conclufion ef the whole: Matter, ſhall be to exhort 
every one into whoſe: Hands this little Book may come, 
not to be ſo cruel to his own Soul, as to venture it any 
longer upon a general Faith; But to ſee to it, that he hath 
a particular aud affured-Faith, that Chriſt is his Saviour, and 
that all his Benefſts do really belong to him. 
I know the World hates the Doctrine of Aſſurance (per- 
haps all the Errors and Imprudences that have been in the 
Land theſe few Vears paſt, have not vext the World ſo 
much as this one glorious Doctrine of Aſſurance, which they 
have heard ſo often ringing in their Ears :) Becauſe it con. 
demms tlie World; becauſe this Light being held up againſt 
their. Religion, diſcovers it to be Darkneſs: And hence it 
is that many who love the Name of Proteſtant Miniſters, are 
fall as bad as the Papiſts and Feſuits'themſelves, in prejudi- 
cing their Hearers againſt the full Aſſurance f Faith.+ _ 
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1 The Jeſuits Jay, that: the Apoſtles themfetocs, were not quite Sure of their 
- _- own Salvation; and that Chriſtians now a-dayt, muſt not think of having 
full. Aſſurance ; For cbt would be .to go beyond the, Jpubtes _ Rhem. 
Annot. All the Arminians reach this Didiniiy; 20 bich is not to be 
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let me intreat you, not to give Bru to any of their Words; 
The Poyſon of Aſps is under their Lips; Deſiruftion and Mi- 
ery are in their Ways : If they can be brisk and chearful, 
Though every Time they ſhut their Eyes to ſleep, they do 
not 'know but that they may awake in Hell; do you have 
Pity upon your immortal Souls, and give your ſelves no 
Reſt, till you have made ſure of the one Thing needful. 
- Methinks I hear ſome poor Souls ſaying : If we had 
« a Thouſand Worlds, we would part with them all, for 
« this A{furance of which, you are ſpeaking. I anſwer ; 1 
wiſh-you were willing to have'it for Nothing: Do but let 
go your own Righteouſneſs, and T dare pawn my Soul, that 
you ſhall have it before I have done ſpeaking with you. 
Come nom, let us reaſon together: What is the Difficulty, what 
is the Wall of Partition that lies in the Way to your having 
Aſſurance ?\ Is it that you are old Sinners, great Sinners, 
Sinners againſt God exceedingly ? Why, my dear Friends, Sin 
is no Impediment at all; you have no moreReaſon to doubt of 
God's good Will towards you, than if you had never ſinn'd, 
you are in as good a Caſe as if you had never offended him, 
in Thought, in Word, or in Deed, having ſuch anHigh-Prieſt : 
Though your Sins have abounded, the Grace of God hath a- 
bounded much more ; though your Sins have reached unto the 
very Heavens, the Mercy of God in Chriſt is above the Hea- 
vens. Indeed, was Feſus Chriſt but a. little Saviour, there 
would be good Reaſon for great Sinners to be afraid; nay, 
I my ſelf ſhould not have one Thought of being ſaved by 
him. But he is a great Saviour, able to ſave unto the uttermoſt, 
I know him to be ſuch a Saviour, and therefore, I, 
though a great Sinner, though the Chief of Sinners, am not 
afraid to venture my Soul upon him: And if I had all your 
Sonls to take Care of, I would this Moment venture them all 
upon him, without one Doubt of his being willing to fave them. 
And every Doubt you have of Chriſt's Willingneſs, is only 
doubting whether he is a great Saviour, and whether the Re- 


nian 7s more than three Quarters of 'a Papiſt: ) But is it not ſtrange that 
profeſſed Calviniſts ſhould ſymbolize. with them'? Among the many In 
ſtances that might be given, I ſhall only mention what a certain Miniſter 
fix d up on his Mantle-Tree for the of thoſe who came to his 
Houſe, viz. That the Apoſtles and others were as ſure that Simon, 
« Judas, and Nicholas were real Saints, as that they themſelves were, 

L and ſurer. | . 
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cord of God is true, dich Lat * he hath in Chriſt given 
eternal Life to you: 1 Joh. 5. 11. So that hereby, you make 
God a Liar and Jeſus Chriſt but a little Saviour, and conſe- 
quently deſerve to be ſent toHell for every Douht you have. 
„ Don't think to excuſe your ſelves, by ſaying you don't 
« doubt of God's Faithfulneſs, nor of Chriſt's Ability to ſave 
* Sinners, but that all the Difficulty lies in believing that 
6 ſuch Sinners as you, are really qualified to be ſavd by him. 
This is only deceiving your own Hearts, or rather, not ob- 
ſerving the Deceitfulneſt of your own Hearts: For inſtead of 
doubting whether you are 2 to be ſav d by Chriſt, you 
are only doubting whether Chriſt is qualified to ſave you : Did 
you but ſee him qualified, you could not help ſeeing yourſelves 
qualified ; it being impoſlible that any one. ſhould queſtion 

whether he is eee to be ſav'd by a Saviour who is willing 
as well as able, to fave the very Chief of Sinners, juſt as they 
are, before there is any Alteration in them. Your Want of 
Aſſurance therefore is founded, upon this very Thing, viz. 
Your having a mean Opinion of him whom Man deſpiſeth, 
and the Nations abhor; you dare not ſtand before God, in his 
Name as Sinners, but only as Saints: Whereas did you be- 
lieve in your Hearts, that he was able to fave to the  utter- 
moſt, you could not help ſeeing in him a Saviour for y ri. 
ſelves : And though you knew you. deſerved to be ſent to 
Hell, you could hot have one Doubt, of the Mercy and 
Lovingkindneſs of God towards you. And O that God 
would anoint your Eyes with Eye: ſalve, tha the gloriqus Go- 
ſpel which ſhines round about you; might ./bine into your 
Souls : That you might ſee 544 Criſt to be your Saviour, 
and by the Sight be transformed into his. Likeneſs. I fay 
transformed into bis Likeneſs : For one can't ſee the Glory. _ 
of God in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt, without being like him, 
when the Love and Kindneſs of God our Saviour appears to 
Sy, it always renews us in the Spirit of our Minds, making us 
as Jeſus Chriſt was holy, harmleſs, undeſiled and wats from 
Sinners : Which precious Faith, God of his infinite Mercy, 
grant may be vouchſafed to every one of my Readers for 
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And to 5 Sold by 5 Ep w Ans in Cornhill, and _ 
J. BL Abe It che 21. and Crow in Dot: Square, | 2 


He REAL CHRIST IAN, or a Treatiſe 4 

of EFFECTUAL | CALLING. Wees the Work of 
GOD in drawing the Soul-to-CHRIST' being opeh IE. 
according to the Seriptures, ſome Things required by our late 1 
Divines às neceſſary to a right Preparation for CHRIST, and 
true Jr 696 with CHRIST, which have cauſed, and do ſtill  _ 
cauſe Ker Trouble to ſome ſerious Chriſtians, are with due 
Reſpects to thoſe worthy Men, brought to the Balance of t ge 
Sanctuary, there weighed, and accordingly judged. To wick 
is added, in the Epiſtle to the Reader, a few Words concerning 
| Socinianifms; 3 the Perſon of CHRIST, which _ 
is touched in the Diſcourſe. By GrLes Finunt, ſome time + 
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